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DAMASCUS (HI — Sedan’s interior minister arrived in Syria Mon day 
part of a diplomatic drive to seek Arab rapport for cite Junta wfcfa&sdzea 
power in Khirn mm iwt i ffnith. Lieutenant-General Faisal Abo Saleh, a 
member of die ruling Revolutionary Command Council, arrived from 
Amman and b also dim to visit North and Sooth Yemen. The coundl'S 
depart riw ji'imi n 1 U n g aBw Al Zobdr Mntommad Saleh, arrived in Iraq 
Saturday an a mhdnn alter visitiitg Qatar, Bahrain and KswA 

Diplomats said Abo Saleh would deliver a message from Sudanese leader 
Goierai Omar Bassan Al Bashir on the alms of hb coop to President Hafez 
Al Assad. Bashir toppled the government of Prime Minister Sadtfl Al 
Mahdi June 30. Syria has so fax not commented officially on ibe coop bat 
the media bus carried aU the statements of the new leaders. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; SnmW Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


World conference on 
aerospace education opens 

MMW (J.T.) — The Sixth World Congress on Aerospace 
location was opened here Monday by His- Royal Highness Crown 

nice Hassan, the Regent, :iidw deputised for Hi s Majesty Kins 
ussem. .... 

The three-day congress is -attended by delegates from 19 
i unifies and a number of international organisations. Twenty- 
ght speakers will share their views and ideas about the different 
pects of air travel and space travel One of the highlight s of the 
ibenng is the participation of two Soviet cosmonauts, 
m opening remarks, the Regent stressed that man's experience 
;tfa space had revolutionised the understanding of the planet 
uth and its natural resources' as well as mace environments and 
at the knowledge should be wtniwai for the welfare of mankind. 

location Organisation *(^AEQ) Chairman Kamal Naguib, Royal 
Tdanian Chairman and Chief Executive Officer All Ghandour 
id UNESCO Special Representative Mohammad J. Kazan (full 
wry on page 3). 


I Palestinians 
hot and killed 
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3UPIED JERUSALEM 
juries) — Masked assailants 
led fibre on the Israeli-nm 
dripahty in Gaza City Mon- 
kflting one Arab worker and 
cally wounding a second, 
stimans and other so u rces 

be attyelr in. broad daylight 
e as underground leaders of 
19-montb'Okl Pales tinian up- 
ig warned in their latest leaf- 
hat “executions” of accused 
aborators with Israel were 
mg out of hand, 
alestiniara said the masked 
ths fired on workers at the 
ance to the municipality 
ding in the centre at the 
i{ned Gaza Strip. An IsraeE 
y spokesman said the two ' 
itns were in a ear. _ ? 
izk Jundiyeh, 45, was killed . 
Ramadan Yams Eidi 39, was 
cally wounded. Both worked 
the accounting department, 
;stimans said. 

hroughout the uprising, 
fi nalists ' have warned Palesti- 
is to stop working for Israeli- 
institutions. Attacks on 


- afleged collaborators have soared 

The latest leaflet told activists 
“to be careful in passing sent- 
ences and not to resort to execu- 
tions except in cases where col-' 
labors tion is quite dear and after 
all evidence of such charges m 
- verified and after the approval of 
higher authorities.” 

It said Israel was trying to 
. create divisions inside the occu- 
pied territories and accused 
"Israeli authorities of “bunting 
cars, hurting fire bombs at houses 
and distributing leaflets to discre- 
dit sane nationalists.” . 

- A leaflet circulated last week, 

. purportedly written- by Palesti- 

mans but subsequently disowned 
_ by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO), had attacked 

p rominen t natif WiaHsbc: . 

- jE ibe.occupied JWest Bank^ 
troops shot dead' a Palestinian, 
Hamad Yusuf Arda, 22, during a 
dash with stone-throwing protes- 
ters in the village of.Arraba. 

The leaflet called for con- 
frontation with Israeli settlers in 
the occupied territories next 
Thursday and Friday . 
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A Lebanese boy drinks water from a hose in west 
Beirut. The Lebanese capital is suffering from an 
acute water and power shortage due to the 


continuous violence. At least six people were 
reported drowned in quests for water. 


Quest for water kills six _ 

No room for the 


dead in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — Artillery duels 
pushed thousands of Beirutis to 
flee the dty Monday , some taking 
their dead with them amid re- 
ports that after 14 years of civil 
war the city’s cemeteries had 
readied capacity. 

The ghost town atmosphere 
also spawned the first major bank 
heist in two years. 

“I have never seen Beirut in 
such sadness,” said one resident. 
“It is as if tins whale of Lebanon 
is preparing for a funeral.” 

Syrian-backed Lebanese mili- 
tiamen pounded east Beirut and 
tiie coast north of the capital 
killing a Greek Orthodox priest 
and wounding three others. 

Rival artillery positions blasted 
gun emplacements along west 
Brim's seafront ‘Ain Mreisseh 
boulevard. But aU shells landed 
offshore and there were no 
casualties, a police said. 

Police also said sax people 
drowned at the weekend trying to 
rake water from wells in western 
districts of Beirut, which has been 
without water for a week. 

The latest casualties raised the over- 
all toll to 453 dead and 1,859 injured 
since the current civil war confronta- 
tion erupted March 8 between army 



commander Michel Aoun's 20,000 
mostly Christian troops and Syrian- 
backed Lebanese militiamen. 

The shelling went on sporadically 
through the ni gh t, but declined in 
intensity from the weekend. 

Police said that 700,000 of the city’s 
1.5 mflEou population have fled since 
March, with more than 250,000 
streaming out in the past few days. 

In west Beirut’s Mar Elias district, 
masked gunmen stormed into the 
Bank of Beirut for Commerce, locked 
up its employees and clients in one 
room and escaped with an estima ted 
$40,000, police said. 

There was no due to the identity of 
the assailants, he said. 

Bank robberies proliferated during 
the lawless period between 1984 and 
1987 when feuding militias fought for 
control of west Beirut. The robberies 
dedin ed after the Syrians sent troops 
to the western sector to restore order. 

The dead priest was id e ntified as 
Father Elia Abdnl-Karim, 76, killed 
when a shell bit his house in east 
Beirut’s Sin Al Ffl residential district 
at dawn, police said. 

Caskets have been piling np around 
the city’s cemeteries, and both ambu- 
lances and hearses were seen leaving 
Beirut Monday to take the dead to 
other parts of Lebanon for burial. 

The conservative newspaper Al 
Diyar, based in east Beirut, said in a 
front page report that “Cemeteries in 


Soviet strikes ‘a scream of 
despair,’ parliament told 


MOSCOW (R) — Millers' strikes 
that have swept the Soviet Union 
are “a scream of despair” at the 
failure of the Communist Party 
and official unions to protect the 
rights of workers, a deputy told 
the new Soviet parliament 
Monday. . 

Other deputies to the parlia- 
ment, the' Supreme Soviet, 
wanted that the strike movement 
could quickly spread to other 
industries and said that despite a 
slow retain to work in the coal 
mines -social tension remained 
high- 

“This was a scream of .de- 
spair,” declared Ymy GoHk, a 
law lecturer and deputy from the 
dty .of Kemerovo ' in western 
Siberia’s Kuzbass coal basin re- 
gion where strike committees 
took control two weeks ago, 
bringing the mines to a standstilL 

-“Explosions have started and 
we can expect a chain reaction,” 
Said Alexei Boiko from the Don- ' 
bass in the Ukraine. 

Soviet President and party 


chief Mikhail Gorbachev, who 
has issued three appeals for a 
return to work in the urines, 
looked on. 

“People have been pushed 
onto the streets not by a shortage 
of soap, but by a shortage of 
justice,” said Boiko, referring to 
an almost total absence in state 
shops across the country of baric 
consumer goods. 

“The miners of Donetsk trust 
nobody and nothing. This is what 
we have come to... there is no 
defence, not from the work coun- 
cils, not from the unions, not 
from the party committees. There 
is no defence, and that’s an end of 
it.” 

Nikolai Fyodorov, a young de- 
puty from tiie west Ural industrial 
dty of Cheboksary said: “This is 
not just the working class strik- 
ing. This is tiie whole people 
showing they have been led into 
despair.” 

The dramatic portrayal of the 
extent of worker discontent over 
the failure of Gorbachev's 


“perestroika’' reform programme 
to bring immediate improve- 
ments in their lives came in an 
emergency debate on the mine 
strikes. 

Despite a televised appeal from 
Gorbachev Sunday and another 
warning at the start of the debate 
Monday of the possible effect of 
further stoppages on the ailing 
economy, tens of thousands of 
miners remained on strike. 

A local journalist in Donetsk 
said 73 pits out of 125 in the 
Donbass remained idle but all 
were still on strike in Donetsk 
itself, pending the outcome of 
talks a delegation of their leaders 
hoped to have with top officials in 
Moscow. 

Although the Kuzbass and 
Karaganda coalfield in central 
Asia were working again, miners 
in the Pechora cornfield in the for 
north, and in the Paviograd and 
Voroshilovgrad areas to the west 
and north of Donetsk remained 
out, local officials said. 


Jardaneh, Nabulsi explain policy, 


measures, rescheduling of debts 


Dinar stability 
CBJ’s priority 


Beirut, the dty of death, have oo 
room left for new graves." 

The n ewspaper quoted an umdenti- 
fied cemetery caretaker as saying: 
“Graves are full. The new fatalities 
will have to remain oot in the open 
because there is oo burial space left in 
public or private cemeteries." 

More than 150,000 people have 
been killed since the dnl war broke 
cut in 1975, most in and around 
Beirut. 

Muslim and Christian clergymen 
confirmed the newspaper report. 

At times Beirut seemed a dty of 
the dead, with the vast public beaches 
deserted and the only people on the 
streets looking for water. 

“Water vendors are making a kill- 

S ,” said Zuheir Mullah, a 27-year- 
janitor who said be had just 
invested his saving in 200 gallons of 
water, half of which be plans to sell. 

The quest for water caused the 
drowuings, with tour of the six victims 
in the same family, said a police 
spokesman. 

Hnssein Mikdad, 26, climbed down 
a well in south Beirut’s slum of Ouzai 
Sunday to bring up water for his 
house nearby, but slipped off a 
wooden ladder and drowned, the 
spokesman said. 

So did his brother, Hasan, 27, his 
cousins Mohammad Ali, 38, and Has- 
san, 25, who rushed to the rescue one 
after another, the spokesman added. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor Moham- 
mad Said Al Nabulsi Monday 
revealed that an agreement that 
Jordan had reached with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) calls for one stable ex- 
change rate system for the Jorda- 
nian dinar and that currency sta- 
bility was the CBJ's top priority 
which will be implemented 
through repeated market in- 
tervention at varying amounts 
and unann o un ced timings among 
other measures warranted by de- 
velopments. 

At a press conference, Nabulsi 
ridiculed Israeli reports that Jor- 
dan was considering issuing a new 
currency instead of the dinar and 
that Jordan was currently printing 
foreign currencies and dinars to 
flood the market. 

The tone of confidence and the 
relaxed mood of Nabulsi and 
Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh 
daring tiie press conference they 
jointly held Monday at the CBJ 
premises were stronger and more 
oognent than the repeated denials 
that the two top financiers voiced 
against “street” perception of 
Jordan’s monetary stability and 
economic soundness. 

In an atmosphere of frankness 
and eagerness to precisely and 
unambiguously clarify the finan- 
cial situation of the Kingdom, 
Nabulsi announced that during 
the last couple of months, the 
Central Bank had built up foreign 
currency liquidity from a low of 
$20 to $30 million to nearly $200 
million, excluding foreign curren- 
cy receivables and other assets 
like gold. 

Minister Jardaneh added that 
Jordan’s monetary management 
of spending, building up foreign 
currency reserves, fixing priori- 
ties and settling obligations were 


being conducted at the highest 
degree of discipline. 

Jardaneh revealed that, con- 
trary to the legal ceiling of inter- 
nal borrowing which is fixed at 
JD 145 million, the government 
had credits amounting to JD 300 
million in 1987 from local sources 
but the internal borrowing would 
not exceed JD 100 million this 
year. 

Regarding foreign borrowing, 
the minister said (hat Jordan 
would not be needing large loans 
in the coining few years and that 
any new fresh credits would settle 
due repayments without having 
to dip into the government's re- 
serves. 

Outlining the foreign debt posi- 
tion before and after the recent 
-rescheduling agreement with the 
Paris Club, Jardaneh said that 
Jordan's foreign debt at the end 
of 198S stood at $8.3 billion of 
which $7.2 billion was outstand- 
ing and the rest was undrawn by 
that time. He emphasised that the 
$1.1 billion difference was ear- 
marked for development pro- 
jects. 

He explained that out of the 
total debt, Jordan was to pay 
foreign government and banks a 
total of $1.2 billion during 1989. 
and a total of $1.4 billion during 
1990 (instalments of $843 million 
and interest of $370 million in 
1989 and instalments of $882 
milli on and $397 million interest 
in 1990). 

The above-mentioned aggre- 
gate debt for 1989 and 1990 in- 
volves two parties: Foreign gov- 
ernments grouped in the Paris 
Club and Arab and foreign com- 
mercial banks and funds grouped 
in the London Club of creditor 
institutions. 

The rescheduling agreement, 
which was reached with the Paris 
dub last week, took into consid- 
eration settling import payments 


of approximately S2.6 million in 
19S9 and $2.7 million in 1990 and 
building foreign currency re- 
serves. After such allowances and 
noting the ongoing process of 
incoming and outgoing financial 
transactions, the payments found 
in need for rescheduling 
amounted to $65o million in 1989 
and $622 million in 199(1. 

Assuming that the London 
Club would next month resche- 
dule the instalments but not the 
interest of the commercial por- 
tion, which stands at about 19 per 
cent of the total debt, then the 
overall amounts under reschedul- 
ing become S69ti million for 19S9 
and $677 million for 199U which 
means that Jordan would ''save” 
on payments more than six per 
cent and eight per cent during the 
mentioned two years. 

According to the terms of the 
accord with the Paris Club. Jor- 
dan's 1989-90 debt will be repaid 
over 10 to 11 years beginning Sept- 
30. 1994 or 1995 in semi-annual 
instalments upto 1999 or 2000. 

The five-year grace period 
(1989-1994) will be subject to 
interest, which, with interest over 
the new repayment tenor, was 
described by Jardaneh as conces- 
sionary.’' 

He said Jordan seeks “compa- 
rable” treatment from the Lon- 
don Club, noting that a drop in 
interest rates on foreign curren- 
cies would affect the commercial 
portion of Jordan's debt by easing 
the burden. 

Classifying Jordan's debt. Jar- 
daneh said that most of the fore- 
ign loans were governmental or 
government-guaranteed and that 
the amounts owed to the Paris 
Club constitute 43 per cent of the 
total foreign loans of which 32 per 
cent are developmental and 
granted on easy terms. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Uno resigns; turning 
point seen in Japan 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Sousuke Uno Monday 
resigned after bis Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) suffered over- 
whelming election defeat and lost 
control of a house of parliament 
for the first time in 34 years. 

The losses in Sunday's ballot- 
ing for half the 252 seats in 
parliament’s upper house fol- 
lowed sex and money scandals 
and an unpopular new tax. 

Uno, in office less than two 
months, said he hoped a succes- 
sor could be found “promptly” 
and that he would stay in office 
until then. 

Uno's successor must be 
approved by parliament, which 
must convene within 30 days after 
a parliamentary election. 
Analysts say they expect the next 
session to begin after a mid- 
August holiday. 

Analysts said Sunday’s election 
was a tuniing point which might 
lead to a genuine two-party 
system. 

The opposition Japan Socialist 
Party of spirited Takako Doi, the 
first woman leader of a Japanese 
political party, emerged the big 
winner in Sunday's voting, taking 
46 of the 126 upper house seats at 
stake compared to 36 won by the 
liberal Democrats. 

Other opposition parties all 
suffered losses, except for the 
Reogo labour coalition, affiliated 
to the Socialist Party, which shot 
up from one seat to 12. 

“It’s an absolute victory for 
them (the Socialists),” said Pro- 
fessor Kimiko Inoguchi of Sophia 
University. “The only mistake 
they made was not to run more 
candidates.’' 

“It looks like the initial stages 
of a two-party system,” he said. 

The heat is now on for the 
Socialists to perform in what is 
seen as their best shot at power in. 


the general election, which could 
be held as early as September. 

Harried LDP executives began 
a search for a new premier with 
no clear heirs in sight. 

Masayoshi Ito, a revered party 
elder who was actively courted to 
replace Uno's predecessor 
Noborn Takeshita, told reporters 
he would refuse the premiership 
again. 

“I’ve already refused to be 
prime minister,'' Ito said. “That 
has not changed." 

Ito said Uno alone was not 
responsible for his party's deba- 
cle. “There were plenty of people 
responsible for the LDP’s defeat. 
I feel sorey for Uno,” he said. 

Uno told reporters Monday 
that Japanese domestic and fore- 
ign policy would remain un- 
changed despite the hiatus. 

The upper bouse is a rubber- 
stamp body less powerful than 
the lower hoase. It can only delay 
lower house legislation, but has 
no powers to propose new legisla- 
tion. 

Doi said her party's first prior- 
ity would be to pass a bill in the 
upper house abolishing the sales 
tax. Such a bill likely would fail in 
the 5 12-seat lower house, where 
the Liberal Democrats hold 293 
seats, but a standoff over the 
issue could add to pressure for 
early elections for the lower 
chamber. 

Loss of control in the lower 
house, for which elections legally 
need not be held until July 1990, 
could threaten the governing par- 
ty’s hold on power for the first 
time since it was formed in 1955. 

About 65 per cent of Japan’s 
90.3 million eligible voters cast 
ballots in the election, reflecting 
strong feelings over issues affect- 
ing their everyday lives. 

Women, who surpassed men 
voters by more than one- per cent. 


were particularly unhappy about 
the new sales tax. poll-takers 
said. The tax. levied on nearly all 
purchases, was bulldozed through 
parliament last year despite an 
opposition boycott. 

Farmers, a traditional source of 
LDP support, opposed the gov- 
ernment's liberalisation of agri- 
cultural import regulations, de- 
manded by the United States. 

The stock and sex scandals also 
eroded the Liberal Democrats' 
popularity. 

“I really believe that this was a 
people’s revolution coming from 
the kitchen." said Kazuo Shinsa- 
ka. a Rengo candidate who won. 

A record 146 women ran in the 
election, and their contrast with 
“old boy” politicians was dubbed 
the “Madonna factor" by the 
Japanese media. Forty parties, 
including many one-issue “mini- 
parties,’’ took pan, also a record. 

“One result of the election is 
that Japanese politicians from 
now on will have to pay more 
attention to women,” said Seisa- 
buro Sato, professor of political 
science at Tokyo University. 

Socialist policy previously cal- 
led for Japan to disband its milit- 
ary and scrap the U.S.-Japan 
security treaty, under which ab- 
out 64,000 U.S. troops are sta- 
tioned in Japan. 

Patty leaders now say they only 
seek to revise the treaty. Howev- 
er. Doi and others have said all 
U.S. warships entering Japanese 
ports should be inspected and 
denied entry if they are carrying 
nuclear arms. 

Hie losses registered by the 
pro-business LDP sent prices 
higher on the Tokyo stock ex- 
change and the Japanese yen 
climbed against the U.S. dollar. 
Analysts said the market had 
adjusted earlier to the anticipated 
loss. 
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(Continued Cram page 1) 

The finance minister added 
that the IMF had reviewed Jor- 
dan's economic policies and its 
structural adjustment programme 
before the Kingdom’s meeting 
with the Palis Club and that it 
decided to give the Kingdom two 
loans of $105 million instead of 
the previously announced credit 
of $80 million in a gesture of 
confidence in Jordan’s ability to 
quickly consolidate s tru ct ura l 
econ o mic reforms. 

The adjustment programme 
calls for-beefing up national sav- 
ings which declined in recent 
years due to increased govern- 
ment spending and higher debt 
servicing burden. The reform 
anticipates a rise in private sector 
investments, higher output and 
exports — ingredients to achieve 
a four per cent gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth in 1991 
compared to a ‘Retreat” of 3.5 
per cent during 1988. 

Other adjustments include re- 
ducing the bucket deficit from 24 


U.S. Jews organise to 
urge Israel-PLO talks 


per cent of GDP at the end of 
1988 to six per cent by the end of 
1993. GDP for the year 1988 
amounted JD 1,900 milli on corn- 


according to Jardaneh. 

The above percentages entail a 
budget-deficit reduction of JD 60 
million annually, he calculated. 

Moreover, die programme en- 
visages a balance in Jordan’s ba- 
lance of payments by reducing 
the deficit from six per cent erf 
GDP in 1988 to zero in 1993. 

Jardaneh, highly optimistic of 
increased Arab aid in the near 
future, referred to lower expatri- 
ate remittances in the past two 
years and, bringing Nabohi into 
giving more details, said that re- 
cent loans were obtained to dose 
the deficit in the balance of pay- 
ments, contrary to most other 
laaos winch were either develop- 
mental or for military obligations. 

Jardaneh said the World Bank 
was expected to lend Jordan ab- 
out $150 million for a program me 
to boost productive economic 
activities. 

On the issue of financial self- 
reliance over the years, the minis- 
ter said the Jordanian income tax 
system was rigid, centering on 
import revenue and does not pro- 
vide for higher income tax from 
increased economic activities. He 
said that a special IMF team on 
taxation policies was conducting a 
study to rev am p the system in 
Jordan to be more e ff ec tiv e and 
more just and to take into consid- 
eration “high consumption.” 

Nabnlsi stressed that there will 
be no new taxes. 

The CBJ chief said that his 
institution would recommend a 
new moneychan g in g legislation 
under which moneychangers can 
operate in the Kingdom under 
new guidelines and frameworks. 

He said there was no change in 
the law which stipulates that 
Jordanians can take JD 300 or the 
equivalent of JD 5,000 in foreign 
currency outside Jordan. 

He further clarified that higher 
amounts to be taken outside the 
Kingdom require evidence that 
the foreign currency was brought 
in the Kingdom in the first place. 

The CBJ chief said that the 
central bank will continue to 
dosely monitor interest rate 
trends and tighten lending by 
banks. 


By Robert Pear 

WASHINGTON — Liberal 
American Jews have formed a 
lobby to persuade Congress and 
the Bush administration that 
Israel should negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLQ) and agree to the 
formation of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

The new group, the Jewish 
Peace Lobby, will be an alterna- 
tive to die Amerkan-Israeli Pub- 
lic Affairs Committee (AIPAC), 
which until now has described 
itself as the only organisation 
registered with Congress to lobby 
on United States- Israel relations. 

The new lobby supports crea- 
tion of a Palestinian state, but 
says it should not have sophisti- 
cated weapons; says that Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip should end, and 
asserts that Israel most show 
greater respect of the. “civil liber- 
ties and human rights” of Palesti- 
nians. 

It also suggests that one per 
cent of United States’ economic 
aid to Israel, or $12 million of 
$1.2 billion thus year, should ear- 
marked for the promotion of hu- 
man rights and Is'acli- Palestinian 
cooperation. But >t opposes the 
use of American aid as a lever to 
force Israel to accept a Palesti- 
nian state. 

The new lobby may embolden 
members of Congress to speak 
more openly to their concern 
about Israeli treatment of Palesti- 
nians in the occupied t er r it o ri es. 
Several members of Congress 


have criticised Israel’s tactics, but 
there is strong bipartisan support 
for continuing aid at current 
levels. Israel receives a total of S3 
trittkm a year, meforimg $1.8 bfl- 
iion in military aid. 

The Jewish Peace Lobby was 
founded in May by Jerome M. 
Seggal, a research scholar at the 
University of Mayiamf s Institute 
for Philosophy and Public Policy . 

It has been endorsed by more 
than 100 rabbis and by several 
dozen scholars, inducting Nathan 
Glazer, a professor erf educa- 
tion, and sociology at Harvard 
University; Pro. Stanley Hoff- 
mann, chairman of Harvard's 
Centre for European Studies; 
Robot O, Freedman, graduate 
dean at Baltimore Hebrew Uni- 
versity, and Robert Jay Lifton, 
professor of psychiatry and 
psychology at the City University 


speech. Segal, president of the 
lobby, s u p ported Baker’s call for 
Israel to “stop settlement activ- 
ity” in the territories and “reach 
out to the Palestinians as origb- 
bours who deserve political 


of New York. 

Segal said the lobby already 
bad coordinators in 20 states and 
50 of the 435 congressional dis- 
tricts. 

In a speed! to AIPAC on May 
22, Secretary of State James A. 
Baker said it was time for Israel 
to “lay aside once ami for all the 
un realistic vision of a greater 
Israel.” 

AIPAC members said they 
were stunned and dismayed by 
the tone and content of the 
speech, and Israeli officials blunt- 
ly rejected Baker's call to fore- 
swear annexation of die occupied 
territories. 

But the Jewish Peace Lobby 
congratulated Baker on the 


The Jewish Peace Lobby refer- 
red to AIPAC in a statement of 
policy, saying: “Up to now, a 
single lobbying organisation has 
presented itself as speaking for 
the Jewish community. Their 
view of what it is to be ‘pro-Israel’ 
is to rive largely uncritical sup- 
port for array actions of any 
Israeli go v ernm ent. We have a 

different conception.” 

Toby Dexsfaowitz, a spokes- 
woman for AIPAC, said she was 
aware of the new lobby, tat had 
no comment of h. Sic said that 
AIPAC seeks to represent a 
broad constituency. 

The new lobby said that respect 
for Palestinian rights would help 
insure IsraeTs security. In rtspdS- 
cy statement, the new lobby said: 
“We see the FLO as the only 
represe n tative body <rf Palesti- 
nians and believe in the end 
Israel will have to negotiate with 
the PLO. We recognise a Palesti- 
nian right to setf-detemrinatkn, 
indudmg the right to an indepen- 
dent state in the West Bank and 
Gaza, which would five at peace 
with Israel. ” 

The new lobby described the 
conflict between Israelis and 
Palestinians as “a con fli ct be- 
tween two nationalism that have 
■ sought their fulfillment within the 
same piece of ter ri tor y” — The 
New York Times. 


Kabul implicates Pakistan 
in. alleged sabotage plot 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Afghan government has impli- 
cated Pakistan in a plot to Mow 
up a vital bridge that links Afgha- 
nistan and its main weapons sup- 
plier, the Soviet Union. 

The gove rnm ent has often ac- 
cused its southeastern neighbour 
of being directly involved in the 
civil war. Pakistan repeatedly has 
denied any direct military in- 
volvement- ita the fighting. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Amam, speak- 
ing to a small group of reporter s 
Sunday, thimwi the Pakistani 
plan was discovered after Afghan 
security farces arrested a Pakista- 
ni citizen, Mukhtar Gul, July 6, 
Amam presented Gul at the news 
conference. 

Three Afghan policemen kept 
a watch on Gul during the news 
conference. 

Gul, who said he was not under 
duress, said he and two compat- 
riots had been recruited to des- 
troy Friendship Bridge in the 
northern town of Hayratan, 500 
kilometres northwest of Kabul. 

The bridge, which spans the 
Oxus River separating Afghanis- 
tan and the Soviet Union, is a 
major supply route for the 
Kabul government in its battle 
against guerrillas. 

“Our mission was to blow up 


tte bridge and thns cut the supply 
fine from Russia to Af ghanis tan/* 
said the 25-year-old Gul, who was 
introduced, as a medical school 
dropout and an exp ert in under- 
water diving and subversion. 

Gul said he worked for a Pakis- 
tani government organisation 
allegedly working to help the 
rebels who have been figh ting for 
11 years to overthrow the pro- 
Soviet government. He i dentified 
the or ga n isatio n as CCD, tat did 
not elaborate. 

The CID'is a domestic investi- 
gating agency in Pakistan that has 
not been known to be involved 
with the Afghan rebels. 

Gul said he had been trained in 
subversion by an American in the 
Pakistani frontier city of Pesha- 
war, base of seven rebel groups 
and home to many Afghan re- 
fugees. The American was known 
to him as Karim Abdul Hakim, 
be said. 

“We had enough explosives 
and weapons to carry out our 
mission, but before that, Z was 
arrested,” said Gul, speaking in 
Urdu, the most common lan- 
guage in Pakistan. 

Guls’ claims could not be im- 
mediately confirmed. 

In a statement released after 
the news conference, the govern- 
ment said, “the U.S. has been 


trying to use Pakistan as a spring- 
board of aggression for carrying 
oat its strategic objectives in the 
region.” 

“Now the U.S. authorities 
want to use Afghan territory also 
for such vidoos raids as well,” the 
statement 

The United States is the main 
weapons supplier to the guer- 
rillas. 

Rebels regret civilian 
cawattiet 

An Afghan guerrilla warlord 
operating near Kabul, where 
rocket attacks kxUed'40 people 
Saturday, has said civilian casual- 
ties axe regrettable but unavoid- 
able. 

Commander Abdul Haq told a 
rebel news agency in Pakistan by 
radio that his Mujabedecn fight- 
ers were ordered to aftar *~ only 
nufitary targets. 

“However, since we do not" 
have sophisticated and advanced 
weapons, the target may be mis- 
sed occasionally, as a result off. 
winch we also get un hap py," he 
said in the interview published 
Sunday. 

“But there is no other way. As 
long as the communist poppet 
regime is there, we cannot lay 
down arms and destroy the sacri- 
fices of 11 years of jihad (holy 
war).” 


Israeli court says reform converts Jewish 


TEL AVTV (R) — The Israeli 
supreme court, resuming the 
“who is a Jew" debate, ruled 
Monday that those converted 
abroad by non-orthodox rabbis 
should be registered as Jews by 
the government. 

In a separate ruling the cqtirt 
.said reform rabbis, the least strict 
of three main wings of observant 
Judaism, could not perform wed- 
dings in Israel. 

The decisions re-opened a de- 
cades-long debate over who 
Israel considers Jewish, a source 
of conflict between orthodox 


Jews who control Israeli religious 
institutions and non-Israeli Jews 
who are mostly non-orthodox. 

Court registrar Shmuel Tsur 
said the judges ruled 4-1 “to 
register as Jews under the head- 
ing of religion and nationality in 
identity cards and in international 
documents those converted by 
□on-orthodox rabbis/' 

They said it was impossible for 
government clerks to be responsi- 
ble for determining the authentic- 
ity of Jews who come to register. 

Rabbi Simha Meron, who 
opposed the appeal by a non- 


orthodox convert, said: “This 
(decision) is completely technic- 
al, it did not determine any new 

^ous Affairs Minister 
Zevuhm Hammer expressed re- 
gret and said he would introduce 
legislation to challenge the rufing, 
Israel Radio 

Gail Moskoyitz, who brought 
the appeal, said on army radio: 
“Two and a half years is a long 
time not to know where I stand. 
Now Tm on both feet, I am 
Jewish and things are fine ." 

The minority opposing Judge 


Menabem Eton argued that since 
conversion was a concept based, 
in orthodox Jewish few, only 
orthodox conversions should M- 
accepted in the state. 

Orthodox activists said they 
were happy with the second deri- 
sion at the court, bailing refor m 
rabbis from performing wed- 


Israeli law already bars Jews 
converted by non-orthodox rab- 
bis from marrying in Israel. That 
will not be changed by the court 
ruling on the status of Jews con- 
verted by non-orthodox rabbis. 



A fe fe ww w u B hi east Beirut looks at a hole h berapartment 
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Lebanon compromise 
remains a dream 


By Afifftad Kofi 

Renters 

BEIRUT — A two-month- 
old Arab drive to end fighting in 
Lebanon has semi foreign in- 
volvement' increase and the con- 
flirt polarise. C om promise re- 
mains a distant dream.- 1 
Diplomats said two men still 
had to make concessions before 
there was any chance of halting 
some of die wrest violence in 
Lebanon’s 14-year-old war. 

Bat Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad and Lebanese army com- 
mander Major-General Michel 
Aeon have both rejected any 
suggestion that they might back 
down. Tbeysee military victory 
as the only answer, diplomats 


“Any solution means a com- 
promise between Assad and 


been killed and 1*700 wounded 
since Aoun’S bid to extend- Ms 
■ authority erupted in fierce axtifiey 
bombardments in March. 

The diplomat said Aonn found 
himself with no dioice tat to try. 
to use mflitaiyforce to break a 
siege of Lebanon’s Christian en- 
clave and its 700,0(KJ residents. 

Syria has refused to lift the 
blockade while Iraq sends 
weapons to Aoun forces. 

An Arab League - summit in 
C as a blan ca in May called for an 
i mm e d i at e ceasefire and set a 
committee erf three Arab beads of 
state with a six-month numada^ 
to solve tile Lebanese crisis. 

‘ . Tbe co mmit t e e, which relied 
*on Arab League envoy LakhAir 
Ibrairimi to shnittle between 
Damascus and Beirut, ran into 
last-mmute hitches each time it 
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f ‘Mengele Squad’ 

AVIV (R) — Isra^ sokfifere serving in to occupied Wet 
Bask nicknamed a groin) of foOTrtaieagites “the Mcngcte bquaa 
aftertheNari doctor of the Auschwitz camp in World War IyliHr 
parents said. Tfe parents fold Monday’s leftist Al Hannan m a r 
neraj™ tiMfr sons were taown "for their harsh fteatoent of 
Palestinians in the Ramallab arearbntthey were shocked-tbey 
should- be named after .the man whO-CondartedT creel expe ri ments 



and other U^. defence officials would visit industries involved in 
SDZ-refeted r esearc h , hot topics of discussion could not be 
disclosed.;: _ 

More drug traffickers hanged In Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Twenty-two convicted drug smugglers - and 
prostitutes, including nine women and. four Afghan nationals, were 
hanged Miohday in Iran, the official Islamic Republic News Agency 
(CRNA) reported. The agency, monitored in Ncosia,'said the men 
were hanged publicly in sqaaraaround Tehran, and the women at a 
jail outride foe capital. It said they were convicted of snrnpgfimr. 
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The hangings brought to" 810 the number of 
officially reported executions under a tough new anti-narcotics law 
that tome' effect' in 'January, ■ mandating foe death penally for 
possession of even small quantities erf drum. IKNA said a 
six-month grace period for addicts to kick the habit expired Sunday 
and they would be rounded up and sent to labour camps and other 
rc halrfKt a t Km ^centres. Law e n force m ent officials; have said they 
fate ideaocfibd '80f*pftf ceartt of Eahiari dreg addicts. Authorities 
^h^lnridfoatreie mOlionJranians axe involved in dreg abuse tat 
unofficial e stimates pot the figure at two mflficni of the country's 
50-nriHion population. Tehran Radio said Sunday -the country's 
biggest rehabilitation centre opened Saturday in the western 
provincial capital of Hamadan and would hold 5,000 addicts when 
complete. The state-nm radio said at present 1,000 addicts were at 
t he, ca mp, which provides two workshops where they can learn 
t echnic al skills. & safo ahotirer complex will open next month in 
central Yazd province. . 

UAE mobilises preachers against AIDS 

ABU DHABI (R) — The Health Ministry in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) has called in Muslim preachers to help to combat 
the spread of AIDS. “Preachers cap dp a lot in the reive against 
AIDS,” a mmistiy official said. “They can provide intellectual 
immunity against the killer disease.” He said the Islamic Affairs 
and Entfowmeota Ministry would prepare s programme for 
preaches so they could ware about practices which can cause 
acquired immunity deficiency syndrome. Twenty-two people died 
erf AIDS in the UAE in 1987. Hie country has deported 1,000 
people oof of one nnlfion screened for the disease. 

Body of slain Kurdish activist In Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — The bodyof one of three Kurdish activists shot 
dead in Vienna ha^ arrived in Baghdad for burial, the Iraqi News 
Agency s«L The. agency said Mahmoud Rascal Parffl’s body was 
flowo to the Iraqi capital Sunday mgbL Fad3 was 
Joly 13 with.tbe leader of Iran's Kurdish separatists 




government envoys. An rranfafo official identified by 
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J*® 11 s Paffiamentaiy Speaker AK Akbar Hashenri Ra&anjam, 
vK^woonded m the shootout. The Kinds said Tehran had hired 
Uassemfe, and M s colleagues info a trap. Austrian pofice- last week 
Breed warrants for the arrest of two Iranians, Amir Mansour 
oomtff aa and Mustafa HajifadL Officials in Baghdad said Fadfi’s 
tamjvwere at foe airport to receive his body. Qassemhi and 
Ghaden were boned test week in . Para at the Pere Lachaise 
cemetery ,.ihe final resting place for many exiles and the famous 


17fo century, playwright Moliere. 
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PROGRAMME ONE 

IS=» Koran 

1Ss 48 ...... Pro gramm e review 

I ft e ............. Children programmes 

IMS SeaHoat 

ISM News summary in Arabic 

184S Local programme 

19:10 Agricultural programme 

(9s45 Progr amm e review 

2040 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Arabic series 

22J0 Programme review 

ZWO Local programme 

23M News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 Le Monde Est a Veres 

iSbSO News in Preach 

19:15 Douce France 

19£0 Newsia Hebrew 

2fcS0 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Paid Daniel's Mqjoc Show 

21:10 My Wicked, Wicked Way 

2 fcW News in English 

2k20 WmIi Me Luck n 

KAYES TIMES 

1 141 Dhuhr 

1*23 *Asr 

19*5 Maghreb 
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CHURCHES 

St. Maxr of Nazareth Cborcfc, SwetOcti 
TeL 810740 

Aaaeaib&cs of God Chmrcfa, TeL 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chardi TeL 624590. 
Charch of the A nnanrtafl oa TeL 
637440. 

De U Safe Chmrdh TeL 661757 
Temnata Chad Tel: 622366 
Charch of the Anwmtrtailaa TeL 

623541. 

Aagficaa Gbareb Td. 625383. TeL 
628543. 

Araranlaa Catholle Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chmch Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Orareh Td. 771751. 
Amman Int ern at lo cal Charch TeL 

685326. 

EraanUcal Latbcraa Charch TeL 


Ik Cfaareh of Jesse Christ at Latter. 
Day Safest* TeL 815817. 821264 


Balkan svppbcd by the D eptam e n t of 


Normal seraraer weather b rrp c tt cd 
and winds wfB be mai humeri y mod- 
cratc. la A^a, wjmfa wffl be norther- 
ly moderate seas twlm. 
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IfisJam. fcaa 

Amman — 20/53 

Aqaba 26/40 

JDmms — 18/38 

-tonka Vdfcy 25/39 

Yesterday's Ugh temper azures: Am- 
min 32. Aqsba 39. ffmniclity readings: 
Amman 28 per cent. Aqdsa 38 par 
Cent . 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Add Dabdoob 

Dr. 'AraktAl Asfalab 

Dr- Yousef Unshed 

Dr. ’Awni fkwamddi 

t%u pharmacy 

I’ridpws pb^ruiHr.y 

AI AaaaapbamBcy ........... 

Nkfemkh phamey - 

AlSdam pharmacy 

Yacoob pharnney ... 


IBBDk 

Dr. Stfixkfa AI Zagh ..., 
Al arena’ pharmacy ... 


ZAJBQAs 

Dthfora-Odeh 

........ 




CM1 Defence Pep UMCB t ...... 661111 

Gr3 Defence Imnm h a t c 

~ 630341 

C3v0 Defence Emcrfewy — 199 

Rook PoGce — 192, 621111, 63777/ 

Roe Brigade. 891228 

Blood Bank ..... 775121 

Highway Patioc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department ....630321 

Hold Compbhns 60S800 

Price Compiimts 661176 

Waser and Sew er x g e 

Cnmpldra i i 897467 

Amman UtttkmaEtT 

CumpiduH 787XZ1 

Tdcphooe h fonuatkm 

(dneow amatsmee) m 

Overseas GiBs ..... <H fl%n) 

wd Amman Tdcpbone 

Rraaas...^. .6231© 

AbddiTdqjboneRqreoy 6611© 

JonfeaTctonrioa 173111 

RmSo Jordan 774111 

Water Aslbority 680100 

tocdaaEkxtriatyAotbority ...815615 




m 
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Elec t ric Power 

Owen Aha huL Airport 08-53200 


■ 813813Q2 

- 644281/6 

- 643441/2 
.... 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
-...669131 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
KhaMi Maternity, J. Asm 
AkSeh Maternity, J. Anm. 
Jabal Amman wmAy... 
Mattel, J. Amman ........ 
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TteUamic. Aboaii 

AtAUi, Ahdali 

Indian. AJrMdiaprcn 

At-Swhir.J. AritraSeb 

Aragr, Matte 

QaeenAteUotprial - 

AauriHMpitB! 

ZAKQA: 

ZxrqaGwL Hospital 

ZmaNathmalHcapiid 
Km Ssa Hospital ... 


. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
77511026 
891611/15 
60224000 
.... 674135 


Prfncm Basna Hocaftal „ I 
QnffkQateAc Hospital i 
BoAtNdeoItoiSl.:, 


AQABA: 

Prinoera Haya Hnaptet ... (03)314111 

FORTHETRAVBLUEB 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This infortattiaa « sappGcd by Ropd 
tonfencaa (RJ) iaSanaatkm depute 
meat' ft fbc Qoecn A/a hfenmaml 
Airport TeL (08)33200-5. wite to. it 
abtiutd mIwsjs be vedSed.- ■ • 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUgMs 
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•MS 
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10*50 
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.. AboDbaUf 
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„^... Dhahntn 
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1M0 - Ictanbul, Ankara (RT 
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2*46 _._Tapo«(iui 
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1*31! 

lft25 

TTdSS 


Cairo ( 

— —^.MoocOwf 
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— — . — Runet 

Dobdr 
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T mvfaxi f 


Kuwait ( 

Cairo ( 
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— — RiyacHit 

Dubai C 

Dubai r 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) (Tights 
(Term Inal $> v ; 


M-M Aqaba 

ItiSO — • Ankara, MfSmi 

IW0 L_..._TripoS 

11*45 ™..._.__., Bdfrade 

izat Atbens l 

-nos . m - a -vkobv.Ncwyu±( 
.ma Ron*, Madrid I 

1341 Genera, London 

JSrtS— JW 

JOfcM ^ — .RwAtet,BniiMlsi 


.Cannes 

CanGSower 

Coen 

CncondKra 


"Grasses L' 
Gntpea(inj) 
Lctncre ryefiow} . 
Lemon toeen) „ 


Bahrain, Doha 
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NnrDdhir 

-_Criroi 

.WAhMW' 


Ofaa ' ■ 

— -- i-.- 

Qnqte^ u „ 
Onion (dry) .... 


Popper (h«) — 


Tomatoes .. 


Sb per kg. 
. 580/500 
. 230 / ISO 
. 280 / 240 
~ 840/700 
. 400 / 350 
. 350/300 
. 370/220 

80/ 40 
. 250 / 200 
. 220/150 
. 200/150 
. 350 / 300 

■ 140/100 
..780/690 
. 240/180 

200/160 
. 650 / 550 

■ 300/250 
• 380 / 320 

300/250 
.350 / 300 
. 150/110 
«0/400 
. 220/180 
.180/120 
- 220/180 
. 100/ 60 
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5°° nOfS JORDANIAN PLAY: The Royal Cultural Game In 
^S^^°T& SI S5? 1 » tocai Jordanian play entitled 

™p (Paw °f a Shadow)- produced by * Jordanian 
“SfSEf? ^ which is sponsored by- the hfimstry of Coltnre 
-andlnformanon, wfl] be presented at the centre until Aug. 1. The 

'^S^SS‘ y SiS? med ‘ tt ^ swanert Jerash Festival of Caltnre 
. and Arts. (Petra) 

g"! SfS*. ,B i! T ^S JO 22^50 IN KARAK: Hb National Aid 
nmd(NAF) in Karak Governorate distributed JD 22^50 to needy 
^ *he past two months. The fund's director in Karak said 
tiiat beneficiaries were inhabitants of Qaser, Karak and Mazar 
JanoubL (Petra) 

TRAINING COURSE FOR WOMEN: A training comae has 
opened at the Labour Education Institute in Amman wi t h the 
participation of women, workers. Several spe cialis ts from the Minis- 
tries of Health, Social Development «nd the General Union of 
. •Jor d a n ian Women will be giving lectures 'during the course which will 
last 10-days. The course tackles various labour educational topics of 
. concern to working women. (Petra) 

STUDENT TRIES TO COMMIT SUICIDE: An -18-year old 
female student from Ghor AI Safi, in the southern Jordan Valley 
region, Sunday tried to commit suicide by swallowing a large amount 
of medicine. The girl, identified only as (GA) was trying to kill 
herself because of her failure to pass the Tawjihi examinations. 
According to Al Dustour daily, the grri has been saved and was now 
recuperating at the hospital. (J.T.). 

KHAMMASH RECEIVES ROMANIAN ENVOY: Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunications Hflcmat Khammash Monday 
received Romanian Ambassador to Jordan Dimitrie Stanescu. They 
discussed means to bolster Tn rrbmiaT> T?n manisn relations in the field 
of- transport arid telecommunications. (Petra) 

NAF CHIEF RECEIVES WORLD BANK OFFICIALS: Nation- 
al Aid Fund (NAF) Secretary General KhaKI Fa’ouri Monday 
received a delegation comprising senior World Bank nffiniak and 
explained the NAPs assistance to needy families and its future plans. 
The delegation members expressed readiness to study scopes of 
cooperation and support the NAF needs to cope with the poverty 
problem in Jordan. (Petra) 


Expatriate youths begin 
camping near Ajloun 

AJLOUN (Petra)— A total of 70 confidence, understanding and 
Tnr danian female yo uths who' live - - affection among the youth in 
and study abroad have set up a • Jordan. _ 

week-long rarnprng activity near The campers will hear lectures, 
Ajloun to leant more about the. hold seminars to d iscuss political 
country and tour places of in- ‘ and cultural issues, and will visit 
tercst. different archaeological and edn- 

Their camp was opened by national centres. 

Minister of Youth Awad Khkifat A spokesman for the Ministry 
who deputised fix Her Majesty ... tf.Youth, which organised die 
Queen Noor. " • event, said that this camp is the 

The minister said in an address third of its kind to be held in the 
at the opening ceremony that die country to offer a good opportun- 
gathering of educated youth was ity for die participants to learn 
an indication of the deep interest more about Jordan and take part 
in their homeland and their in useful voluntary work for their 
strong desire to build bridges of community. 


Need for potable water 
increasing in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — A working 
paper presented to the Amman 
Development Council for discus- 
sion Monday revealed that tip 
capital's need for potable water is 
increasing at a great rate, and 
that, in responses the main water 
resources that feed the capital 
city are being developed con- 
tinuously. 

According to the paper, Am- 
man's inhabitants consumed a 
total of 74 million cubic metres of 
water last year, almost half of 
which came from sources in other 
governorates. The paper ex- 
plained that since the beginning 
of 1989 the capital's total con- 
sumption of drinking water has 
been 34 milli on cubic metres and 
estimated that Amman's water 
needs will jump to 85 million 
cubic metres in 1990, 95 million 
cubic metres in 1991, and 155 
million cubic metres of water by 
the year 2005. . 

The paper further reported 
that the average daily per person 
consumption of water in Shmeisa- 
ni, Abdoun and the hotel areas 
was 150 litres. In Luweibdeh. 
Jabal Hussein, Tla’a Al Ali, 
Ashrafieh, and Taj districts daily 
usage is 100 litres. Individuals in the 
refugee camps and outlying vil- 
lages consume 50 fitres oh aver- 


age per day. The paper also 
provided details about the 
amount of water being pumped 
from Al Qastal and Ddr Alla to 
tiie capital and explained that a 
ament JD 160,000. project is 
designed to increase the amount 
of water being pumped to the 
capital from Deir Alla. A JD 11 
taxation project is' underway to 
carryout maintenance- work on 
water networks and to replace the 
old pipes in ' a bid to stem die loss 
of water through leakage, the 
report said. 

A separate paper on electricity 
was discussed by the Develop- 
ment Council. It said that a total 
of 20 villages around the capital 
will be supplied with electric pow- 
er during 1989. The Jordan Elec- 
tric Power Company, ft said, has 
so far supphed eleOrkaty to 126 
villages in the Amman area since 
the start of the current five-year 
plan. The plan, which extends 
from 1986 tp 1990, envisages the 
electrification of villages, popula- 
tion settlements in rural areas and 
the Badia regions, the paper 
added. It said that the power 
electrification schemes entail 
laying cables, .building transfor- 
mer stations, and providing con- 
stant maintenance and repair op- 
erations. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

. . arts exhibition by the Student Affairs Department's 

* A pwsoc “ Knorine Bank 


Art Gallery. 
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Congress on aerospace education opens 


Crown Prince stresses 
importance of ensuring 
mankind’s welfare 




Bis Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassau, the 
Regent, Monday attends the opening of the sixth 


world congress on a er os pace education in Amman 
(Petra photo) 


Syria to return drug smuggler 


DAMASCUS (J.T.) — Syria will 
extradite to Jordan a Jordanian 
accused of smuggling heroin into 
Egypt on a car ferry, officials said 
hoe Monday. 

They said George Hanna 
Awwad was arrested on July 14 
following a tipoff by Jordanian 
anti-drug authorities. 

A Renter report said Awwad 
was alleged to have smuggled 
1.57 kilos of heroin in his car 
from Aqaba Port in Jordan to 
Nuweiba in the Egyptian Sinai in 
January. 

The arrest and extradition of 
Awwad is the latest success in the 
Kingdom’s aggressive campaign 
to stem the flow of drugs into and 
out of Jordan. 


The most ,ccent attempt to 
smuggle heroin into Jordan en- 
ded last week. An Egyptian 
smuggler died after being 
poisoned when four plastic bags 
concealilng the drug, burst in his 
stomach soon after bis arrival in 
Amman . 

Last month a haul of hashish 
with a street value estimated at 
JD 300,000 was seized by police 
and customs authorities as it was 
being smuggled into Jordan from 
Syria. 

The hashish was found hidden 
inside a lorry that arrived at the 
border town of Ramtha on its 
way into the country and was 
intercepted by the authorities. 


In March of this year, the 
Public Security Department 
announced that it had broken the 
biggest drug smuggling operation 
in Jordan's history , seizing two 
and a half tonnes of hashish , and 
300,000 captagon pills with a total 
street value of JD 2 million. 

Jordan’s endeavours to stem 
drug trafficking in the region re- 
ceived due praise earlier this 
month by the Secretary General 
of the United Nations Fund for 
Drug Abuse Control. 

Giuseppe De Gennaro, who 
was here on a four-day working 
visit, said that Jordan's activities 
in combating the drug menace 
constituted a great service to the 
international community. 


By Mariam ML. Shahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — While mankind 
stands to gain from further ex- 
plorations and achievements in 
space, the first responsibility of 
those involved in such work Is to 
ensure the welfare of mankin d 
itself and future generations, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, told the 
sixth world congress on aerospace 
education Monday. 

“Through science and technol- 
ogy, our understanding of the 
issues related to ecology and soci- 
ety has matured, providing us 
with a basts for choice in the 
direction of development.*' the 
Regent, who deputised for His 


Majesty King Hussein in inau- tomorrow, 
gurating the congress, said. hi bis addn 

“The increased capacity of sci- R e S ent stressec 
entific knowledge to guide and developing wo 
create technological growth can education for 
provide us with the means to n ? e “ t * which is 
choose our future rather t han find world con 

ourselves in it,’’ he said. "So, our ?* on dynamic 
basic challenge is our incopora- s P urre d j* 
non of humanitarian concerns in so j irc ? s an ° b 
all our endeavours for the interest v 5‘ 0 P* n B nation 
and welfare of people. Our first t ^ ie 
responsibility is to our children sc ^Sf" D 
and future generations: to ensure . e ™8 ent 
that they have a future free of *’ sulc f “e as 
disasters wrought by man.** earth s total env 
The World Aerospace Educa- lhe ““i™ 


tion Organisation has four main 
objectives: 

— To provide an international 
fonim for the exchange of in- 
formation and ideas for organisa- 
tions, firms, and individuals in- 
terested in aerospace education; 

— To promote and improve 
the methods and practices in 
aerospace education and to estab- 
lish international standards re- 
lated to aerospace education; 

— To identify emerging trends 
in aerospace education in the 
industrial nations and foster their 
advancement in developing na- 
tions; 

— To raise the level of aware- 
ness and understanding of the 
people of the importance of 
aerospace education for today 


Jordan, Mauritania sign cultural pact 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Mauritania Monday signed an ex- 
ecutive programme for the imple- 
mentation of a bilateral cuJturaJ 
agreement for the 1989-1991 
period. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment signed in Amman, the two 
coon tries agreed to cooperate in 
higher education, culture and in- 
formation, archaeology and anti- 
quities, health and sodal de- 
velopment, youth, sports and 


education. 

Jordan will provide the 
Mauritanian Ministry of Educa- 
tion with teachers and will orga- 
nise framing courses for Maurita- 
nian teachers in Jordan, accord- 
ing to the agreement signed at the 
Ministry of Hanning. 

The agreement also provides 
for an exchange of visits by uni- 
versity staff from both countries 
and joint research programmes. 


The two sides will also grant 
each other scholarships for prom- 
ising students. 

Furthermore Jordan will pro- 
vide paramedical training here 
for Mauritanian personnel. 

The two countries will ex- 
change information programmes; 
and Jordan undertakes to provide 
training to Mauritanian officials 
in media services and will ex- 
change with books and publica- 


tions as well as visits by folkloric 
troupes. 

The two sides also agreed on 
cooperation in restoration of 
archaeological sites, training of 
personnel in running and operating 
museums, in sodal development, 
youth and sports affaire. 

The programme was signed by 
Dr. Saiwan Touqan the ministry’s 
secretary general and. Maurita- 
nian Ambassador to Jordan 
Mo hamm ad Fadeh 


Crackdown on illegal profiteers continues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A crack- 
down on illegal profiteers in the 
country, which started earlier 
this, month, is continuing and, 
according to a report in a local 
daily, police and customs offi- 
cials have Bodied oat nearly 
200,000 cans of powdered mfflk 
bidden in a store belonging to a 
Jordanian firm. 

The report, m Al Dostonr 
Arabic drity, said that the milk 
cans were found in a warehouse 


belonging to the company situ- 
ated on the Amman-Madaba 
Road and were seized by the 
authorities, while the prop- 
rietors were referred to the 
military court. 

Another report said that 100 
tonnes of Iron were found to be 
hidden on a farm in Madaba 
district. 

The crackdown by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Dm Suk- 
er, who is also the country’s 


military governor, followed 
public complaints about the 
disappearance of a number of 
basic commodities from store 
shelves. 

At least 110 merchants have 
so far been detained and some 
of them stood trial for hiding 
these commodities or for man- 
ipulating prices. 

Since the beginning of the 
crackdown campaign, the au- 


thorities have seized huge 
amounts of cooking oil, pow- 
dered milk, and other staples. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Salem 
Masaadefa said on July 16 that 
the government was working 
on amendments to the supply 
law, designed to grant the 
Ministry of Supply wider pow- 
ers to control the local market 
and to refer violating mer- 
chants to court. 


Zarqa police nab suspected murderer 


ZARQA (J.T.) — A 26-year-old 
man identified by the police in 
Zarqa only as KHH is reported to 
have killed his own father, his 
step .mother and his three year 
old step brother in the course of 
robbing their home. 

A report in the local press said 
that the man had an accomplice, 
identified only as 17-year old AH 
with whom he had been in the 
habit of committing thefts and 
robberies in Zarqa and other 
areas of Jordan. 

According to the report, the 
suspected toiler, who had a long 
police record, had planned with 


were reported to have carried out 
the criminal act Saturday evening 
during the family's absence. 

The report said that the two 
robbers stole JD 720 and a num- 
ber of cheques from the house 
shortly before the return of the 
family. 

Upon their return, said the 
report, the son attacked his father 
with a dn gpar killing him im- 
mediately, and then stabbed his 
young wife who ran out to. the 
roof of the house where he fol- 
lowed her and tolled her. 

. Later be retained to their son and 


step-sister who he gagged and left 
in the room next to the three 
bodes, the report continued. 

The report said that 24 hours 
later, the suspected criminal and 
his friend were apprehended by 
the Zarqa police on suspicion of 
committing thefts elsewhere and 
were detained for questioning. 

But, it added, that suspicious 
neighbours of the murdered fami- 
ly in the meantime reported to 
the police that the house was lit 
day and night and the head of the 
family had failed to use his pick 
up truck for a second consecutive 


father’s home; and together they but did not harm his six year old police to move into action that 


led to the discovery of the bodies 
and the criminals’ subsequent 
confession. 

Meanwhile, a report in Al Ra’i 
daily said that a 120-year-old man 
has died in Ajloun after staging a 
hunger strike following an inci- 
dent in which his 30-year-old wife 
had suffered severe injuries. 

The report said that the wife 
sustained burns in the incident 
and was admitted to hospital for 
treatment. 

But, it said, that the husband, 
identified only as |AMM) insisted 
on not eating until his wife “is 

ohl«. to. t-ui-n . . 


Arab cultural attaches visit University of Jordan 


artttled'Ttaiuod TWO” (Pi** oT*Sto<k>w) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Cultural attaches at the embassies of Iraq, 
Qatar, Morocco, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, North 
Yemen, Tunisia, S fawH Arabia and Egyp t in Jordan Monday called 
act the University of Jordan and met with tts President Mahmoud 
Ai oamra. They, congratulated the president on assuming Ms new 


post and wished him success in serving his country and promoting 
the university’s activities and programmes. Samra assumed his 
post earlier this month when his predecessor Dr. Abdul Salem Al 
Majati was appointed advisor to Bis Majesty King Hussein in 
accordance with : Royal Decree. 


In his address Monday, the 
Regent stressed the role of the 
developing world in aerospace 
education for cultural develop- 
ment, which is the theme of the 
sixth world congress. "The infu- 
sion of dynamic new technologies 
has spurred the growth of re- 
sources and brought many de- 
veloping nations more visibly into 
the world cultural and economic 
scene." 

The Regent also stressed that 
"since the assessment of the 
earth's total environment is one of 
the major tasks of the space 
programme, this task should not 
be reserved for a single nation." 

The Regent referred to Arab 
participation in the space prog- 
ramme, which was initiated by 
Prince Sultan Ibn Salman Al 
Saud of Saudi Arabia in 1985. the 
first Arab astronaut, who took 
part in the 18th mission of the 
space shuttle Discovery. 

‘’Prince Sultan thus helped in 
the launching of Arabsat. the 
telecommunications satellite 
owned by the Arab League. The 
significance to the Arab World of 
Arabsat was multifold since it 
provided education, information, 
an d communications throughout 
the Arab World, the Crown 
Prince said. 

Syrian Air Force Lt.-Col. 
Mohammad Fans, who partici- 
pated in the Soyuz TM 3 Soviet 
space mission, was able to serve 
tus country by researching and 
documenting information on Sy- 
rian forests, lakes, water and 
mineral resources while flying 
above Syrian air space, the Re- 
gent said. 

He ended his opening remarks 
by stressing that “our first re- 
sponsibility is to our children and 
future generatiois: To ensure 
‘that they have a future free of 
disasters wrought by man. It is 
also necessary that they do not 
inherit 'a planet whose environ- 
ment has been substantially dimi- 
nished or irreparably destroyed.” 

The importance of gearing 


away from short term benefit; 
“ensuring that the use of space 
in the interest of the human race 
and our common planet. Earth. " 

Chairman of the WAEO Kam- 
al Naguib stressed in his openir:; 
remarks the need for securing ;t’r 
transportation. He welcomed tee 
28 speakers who have come fre.t: 
19 countries to address the orga- 
nisation on the many arenas of .nr 
and space travel. 

He hailed the return of th.- 
organisations conference to th. 
Arab World, where it had its fin ; 
conference 10 years ago. 

One of the highlights of th.- 
sixth world congress is the pre- 
sence, for the first rime of rw-i 
veteran cosmonauts from th-. 
Soviet Union. 

Ali Ghandour. chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer 
of Royal Jordanian. u»!d th. 
gathering that civil air transper 
had been a model for interna tion 
al cooperation. He pointed or 
that "civil aviation is high on tit 
agenda of both the Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) ami Cv 
Cooperation Council (GCC).“ 

The two councils aim to **p:. 
vide Lhe framework for develo; 
ing civil air transport to its highs.- - 
potential," he said. *' Regionuli> 
in civil air transport, which ' 
have advocated all along, is b. 
laicdty taking root and could pr- 
sent a worthy example to the r : 
of the world." he said. 

Ghandour also stressed 
haves have a responsibility, eve 
a duty, towards the have-n.' 
towards the maintenance of 
world order." He also noted th. 
recent developments indicate 
that Western attitudes toward 
the Third World had bccon: . 
more positive and that civil avi;. 
tion was likely to become a signi- 
ficant beneficiary of "Wester,; 
largess." 

Mohammad I. Kazem. person- 
al representative of the direct lv 
general of the United Nation- 
Educational, Scientific an.’ 
Cultural Organisation and direc- 
tor of the" regional office c." 
education, stressed the educa- 
tional angle of the conferenc: 
saying that “when we in UN- 
ESCO talk about the universr- 
fisation of primary education w; 
equally and at the same time trJ': 
about renewal and innovation 
education." 

Stressing the importance c.' 
man's knowledge of the envircr- 
ment, Kazem said: "Earth is <•: 
tied up with what is happenin: 
with the skies and in the skie: 
The knowledge, the technolog; 
the structure of human beings 
individuals as well as communi 
ties, tbeir personalities, values, 
behaviour are so much affect c. 
with aerospace education direct; 
or indirectly. 


Seminar on stone, sand 
quarries in Jordan opens 



AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on stone and sand quarries in 
Jordan was opened here Monday 
by Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Shafiq Zawaideh who 
outlined in a speech the develop- 
ment and the production of quar- 
ries in the country for construc- 
tion purposes. Zawaideh said that 
further efforts are needed and 
more research is earnestly sought 
to help develop the quarry busi- 
ness and contribute to construc- 
tion efforts. 

The three-day seminar is orga- 
nised by the Jordan Engineers 
Association and is being attended 
by 100 engineers and specialists in 
the construction business in 
Jordan. 

The association president, 
Laith Shbeilat also addressed the 
opening session, underlining the 
need for Jordan to depend on its 
own resources and potential in an 


effort to overcome the tough eci - 
nomic circumstances at present. 

“The success of such a polic; 
depends largely on adherence t- 
various industries to the nation-.’ 
standards and specifications." 
Shbeilat noted. 

Discussions and a total of P 
working papers to be reviewed b; 
the participants will deal with the 
proper measures to be taken i- 
exploiting stone, lime, brick an: 
rock and sand in the country’s 2^; 
quarries, according to Shbeilat. 

The participants will also foerr 
acre n tion on the general .situation 
of quarries in Jordan, organising 
stone quarrying operations', 
spreading awareness among vp 
rious firms involved in the bus : - 
ness with regard to safety precai - 
lions, and effects of their open - 
lions on the environment in it 
country. 


Conference on literary 
criticism starts at Yarmouk 


ERBED (Petra, J.T.) — A confer- 
ence on literary criticism got 
underway at Yarmouk University 
Monday with the particiation of 
university professors and resear- 
chers in 12 Arab countries, in- 
cluding Jordan. 

The three-day conference was 
opened formally by Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddin 
Al Assad who said that the con- 
ference served as a very useful 
gathering for intellectuals, writers 
and professors from various parts 
of the Arab World. 

The participants “will no doubt 
contribute towards enriching this 
form of literary discussion and 
writing; and benefit the whole 
Arab World," Assad said in his 
speech. 


Other speeches were delive; 
by University President Moha 
mad Hamdan, Dr. Husarr. 
Khatib from Damascus Univci 
ty and Dr. Ibrahim Sinjillawi v. 
chairs a committee that prepai 
for the conference — the third 
its kind to be organised by Y 
mouk University. 

The participants came fa 
Iraq. Syria. Egypt. Pales: i; 
Kuwait, Libya, Algeria. N 
Yemen, Bahrain. Saudi An 
Lebanon and Jordan. 

The first session that folio 
the opening addresses discu 
five working papers dealing 
literary criticism submitted 
professors from Iraq, Km 
Syria and Qatar. 
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How valid is 
the Tawjihi? 

AS STUDENTS and parents c e leb r a te or mourn the results 
of the 1989 Tawjihi exams, many scholars are questioning 
the entire basis of this high school general examinati on and 
are wondering whether its results constitute a true reflection 
of the students’ intellect and abilities. Such sceptics for 
example, the experience of universities — at home and 
abroad — that indicate that there is no correlation between 
the marts achieved in the Tawjihi examination and achieve- 
ments at the university level. If these propositions are 
proven correct, then there is something fundamentally 
wrong about the Tawjihi examination width perhaps 
arbitrarily determines tbe-future of oar young generations. 

Other educators also accuse the Tawjihi programme of 
being inherently artificial insofar as it makes sacrosanct the 
memorisation of educational materials matenti of developing 
students’ analytical thinking. Still others argne that whereas 
some curricular subjects tike English have not changed since 
1975, others, such as social sciences, have been amended for 
the worse. 

To be fair, there are many educationalists who maintain 
that, given the economic conditions of the country, the 
Tawjihi programme of education is the best that our country 
can afford. Their defence of the results of the Tawjihi as a 
proper barometer of the educational skills of Jordanian 
students stems from the conviction that there is no perfect 
way to gauge the abilities and knowledge of students and 
that every system of examination is flawed in one way or 
another regardless of how modi one tries to perfect it. 

The truth probably lies somewhere in between these two 
SCfaOOb Of thought On the Tawjfllj general wamiiuirinn and 
the scholastic curricula on which it is based. Accor dingly , 
just as the so-called high grade scorers in the Tawjihi may 
not gloat too much over then 1 achievements, the average and 
poor achievers have the right not to be labelled failures in 
■view of the many imperfections that contaminate the entire 
Tawjihi programme. If Jordanian universities can be 
convinced to employ their own entrance examinations, then 
no matter what grades an applicant semes in the Tawjihi, 
the “poor” and the “average” achievers will profit from an 
additional chance that is hopefully formulated on standards 
better suited for university education. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

JORDANIAN Arabic dailies Monday dealt with the Israeli 
cabinet’ full endorsement of the Shamir’s elections plan following 
an 18-day political crisis which threatened to topple the coalition 
government. A1 Ra’i daily said that with this endorsement Israel 
has thus announced its clear message to the world in general and 
the Arabs and Palestinians in particular. The message says that 
the Israelis are adamant in their position, they want peace 
according to their own terms and that they do not have any regard 
whatsoever to the world co Armani ty, U.N. resolutions or interna- 
tional principles and laws. The endorsement means that the 
Palestinians should accept what Israel has prepared for them and 
should succumb to the Zionists’ will and occupation of their 
homeland, the paper continued. Shamir's plan provides for Israel 
to hold on to all the Palestinian lands without giving any rights to 
the Arabs who had fought for 40 years to regain their freedom and 
their homeland, the paper noted. It said that since the Palestinian 
people axe determined to regain their rights the Shamir plan is 
bound to end in failure, regardless of the consensus it had secured 
at the cabinet meeting, and the support it guaranteed from the 
Labour party. 

AJ Dastour daily said that the Israeli cabinet's endorsement of the 
final version of the Shamir elections plan in the occupied 
territories ended all manoeuvres and political wrangling between 
the Titnd and the Labour party, and exposed to the world the real 
intentions of the Zionists no matter what they do to disg u ise their 
evil objectives. But. said the paper, the cabinet’s decision has 
done nothing to bring peace with the Arabs any inch closer, and 
did not succeed in giving any momentum to the peace efforts, 
despite Washington's optimistic statements about the situation. 
The cabinet’s decision of endorsement will most certainly not 
succeed in making the elections process a reality because the 
Pales tinians cannot be subdued, nor can they be satisfied with 
anything short of their total freedom and legitimate rights, the 
paper noted. What remains to be seen, said the paper, is whether 
Washington will now embark on a step of reformulating its own 
gran d with regard to the atuation in the Middle East in the light of 
Israel’s intransigent position. 

SawtAlSbaab daily, which dwelt on the same topic, expected that 
the United States next move will focus on persuading the PLO to 
a ccep t the Shamir plan. Hie paper said that the PLO should be 
very careful in replying to Washington’s moves and ideas lest it 
migh t fair in a trap. There can be no cause for optimism for the 
Arabs in the light of the new developments in Israel because the 
amended S hamir plan means that the Arabs must accept a de 
solution, and must succumb to the terms and conditions of 
the Zionists, said the paper. The paper called on the Palestinians 
to remain vigilant and be on their guard since the United States 
could easily adopt the new amended Israeli plan which is 
considered detrimental to Arab interests and rights. 


By Sharon Herbaugfr 

The Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — Standing on 
the red standstone ramparts of 
the Mogul emperors’ fort. 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
invokes the slogans and names 
of ghosts — his mother and 
grandfather. 

IBs message to the huge 
crowd below is dear — only he, 
as heir to a democratically 
elected dynasty, can bold 
together a national fabric 
whose delicate threads are 
being pulled by ethnic, social 
and religious divisions. 

In the next parliamentary 
election, which must be held by 
the end of January, Gandhi win 
be seeking a second mandate 
against a fractious coalition led 
by Viswanath Pratap Singh, a 
former ally respected for his 
honesty but unproven as a 
national leader. 

The 44-year-old prime minis- 
ter’s dosest aides hint be prob- 
ably won’t wait that long. 

Gandhi is keeping everyone 
on tenterhooks while embark- 
ing on a campaign s pree that 
has covered 50,000 kilometres 
by road and air since June and 
made his personal pitch to more 
than 10 milli on of the 500 mil- 
lion potential voters. 

India’s founding fathers en- 
visioned a multiparty system, 
but only one nationally viable 
party has emerged — the Con- 
gress Party. Synonymous with 
the independence struggle, it has 
been guided by the strong will 
of Jawaharial Nehru, the iron 
fist of his daughter, Indira Gan- 
dhi, and now by her son, Rajiv. 

Only once since India gained 
independence from Britain 42 
years ago have voters replaced 
the Congress with another gov- 
ernment. In 1977, Mrs. Gandhi 
was defeated after she lifted an 
18-month state of emergency 
imposed to quell opposition. 
After 22 months of chaotic rule 


by the rival Janata Party, Mrs. 
Gandhi was reelected. 

This time, political analysts 
say, there is no major issue such 
as the e me rg en cy to galvanise 
public protest and forge a 
strong unity among an opposi- 
tion split by dusenaoa and con- 
flict 

“If Indira Gandhi could be 
voted back into power after all 
that she did during the 
emergency just because people 
were fed up seeing* squabbhng 
opposition rule the country, 
Rajiv Gandhi surely stands a 
very good chance of w inning a 
second mandate, albeit a slender 
one,” said Bhabanf Sen Gnpta, 
an analyst with the Centre For 
Policy Research. 

Both Gandhi and V.P. Sing h , 
each at one time hpilgrf as “Mr. 
Clean.” are now perceived by 
many voters with the same dis- 
flioaomnent — aloof, political- 
ly inept and surrounded by cor- 
rupt people. 

“The picture is not dear. 
Many who make dedaons fed 
the prime minister a nd the rul- 
ing party have become too 
brazen,” said Bashiruddin 
Ahmad, a political scientist 
who tracks voting patterns. 

“But With his family’s dha rkma 

and background, even if he 
does bad things, he has a far 
greater dnnw of staying in 
power than anyone else.” 

In December 1984, Gandhi 
scored a landslide victory that 
surpassed those of his mother 
and grandfather. 

Slow changes 

Soft-spoken and reserved, 
the former airline pilot helped 
revive the country’s confidence 
after bis mother’s murder less 
than two months earlier. He 
captivated the people with his 
vision of India's future — a 
streamlined economy, mod- 
ernisation and openness to 
Western technology, less ten- 
sion with neighbouring coun- 


tries and easing of the 
bureaucratic and political cor- 
ruption that plagued daily life. 

But the changes have been 
slow to materiame. Social dif- 
ferences between classes sim- 
mer, and communal ■ conflicts! 

Gandhi’s popularity has 
dropped so dramatically that 
even his advisers suggest he and 
the Congress Party may only 
squeak back into power. 

In the cities and die country- 
side, there is dismay at the 
high-handed style of the West- 
ern-educated pri me minister, 
who has d ismi s se d several state 
governments and brought 
mem, at least temporarily, 
federal rule. He is seen as 
increasingly resorting to his 
mother’s street-fighting politic- 
al tactics without her finesse 
and especially her sensitivity to 
die poor. 

The ™in strength of Gan- 
dhi's government is it offers 
stability, in sharp contrast to 
the coalition of the four parties 
struggling to unite under the 
banner of Janata Dal (People’s 
Party). 

“He (Gandhi) acts“more like 
a maharajah (emperor),” said 
txiya S m n a , an 18-year-old col- 
lege student from rural Rih«r 
state. 

“But we don't have much of 
a choice. People have to vote 
for a stable government and 
outside die Congress, there 
isn’t anyone who can do that,” 
said Sinha, one of an estimated 
50 millio n young people who 
will be eligible to cast ballots 
tins year since the voting age 
was lowered from 21 to 18. 

Among his supporters, the 
58-year-old Singh is known as 
“rajah” or king, a reference to 
the title be was to inherit from 
his father before Indira Gandhi 
outlawed what she considered 
the remnants of a feudal era. 

When Rajiv Gandhi assumed 
power, Singh was one of the 
so-called “whiz kids*’ the 


guide India's' 880 mflfion people 
mto the 21st century.- 

As finance and defence 
minister, Singh had broad paw— 
ets to dean up clandestine deals, 
by Indian businesses and laun- 
ched a series of highly publi- 
cised tax raids. 

But he went too far in his 
investigations into lucrative 
foreign arms deals in which 
millions of dollars in kickbacks 
allegedly were paid to some of 
Gandhi's dose associates or 
landed in Congress party cof- 
fers. The allegations by news- . 
papers and opposition politi- 
cians have never been proved, 
and Siugh eventually was expel- 
led from the party. 

■ He immediately was' 


as the person who could cure 
the country's 31s, deanse Indi- 
an politics and usher in a new • 
era of hope. But the euphoria 
has vanished, and his wave of 
su pport is slowly receding. 

A recent poll in the respected 
news magazine India Today 
said two-thirds of the 11,000 
votes surveyed were convinced 
an opposition government 
would not last a frill five-year 
term. 

Some analysts say Singh has 
strcuigpeison^ain^tioQsbutis 
short on political w£B when it 
comes to making tough deci- 
sions. That is reinforced daily 
by newspaper headlines of die 
i nternec ine battles between 
d iff eren t factions and eventnal- 
ly may tflt the balance in Gan- 
dhi’s favour. 

**V.P. Singh is a loner in a 
crowd, simply too individualist 
to carry a team aIong,”..said 
Prabhn Obawla, senior" editor 
of India Today. 

Chawla also said Singh’s 
“evangelical obsession with 
moraSt^ could be a h in dran ce 
because he actually may appear 
too righteous ' 


Grim vision for the Jewish state 


PALESTINE 
AND ISRAEL: 

The Uprising 
and Beyond 
By David McDowaD 
I.B. Tauris, London; £14.95 

IT IS January 1, 2001, and Israel 
is in more than its usual state of 
uproar. The Arab majority of 
northern Israel is staging another 
day of violent demonstrations in 
its six-month-old uprising against 
the Israeli government. Armed 
Jewish activists are roaming 
Galilee mounting random attacks 
on Palestinians. Held Marshal 
Ariel Sharon, the hard-liner just 
elected prime minister at 72, is 
feting a rising tide of calls for 
Palestinian political parties to be 
banned and for Arris to be trans- 
ferred out of Israel. 

This vision of a future break- 
down of law, order and democra- 
cy in the Jewish state may not be 
as far-fetched as it seems. 
Although David McDowall is too 
sober a writer to spell it out 
directly, such a drain of events — 
or something quite like it — is 
heavily signposted in bis new 
book on the conflict between 
Arabs and Jews in Palestine. It 
makes timely, prescient and 
above ail depressing reading. 

McDowall. a British former 
relief worker who has written 


widely-praised volumes about the 
Palestinians and the Kurds for the 
Minority Rights Group, takes as 
point of departure in this part- 
historical, part-polemical work 
the 19-month revolt against 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

With a logic that is relentless as 
it is disturbing, be describes how 
the intifada — an event he extra- 
vagantly describes as “tire most 
important political development 
in the history of the Palestinian 
people so far” — has overturned 
conventional wisdom about 
Arab- Israeli peace-making. And 
he elaborates, in terms which 
both Israeli right-wingers and 
Palestinian leftists would under- 
stand, on the nature of the dilem- 
mas feting the state of Israel as a 
result. 

This is among the first of an 
expected stream of books on the 
uprising. It was begun before 
Palestinians started co nfrontin g 
Israeli troops in the streets and 
refugee ca mp s of the occupied terri- 
tories, and relies less on direct 
reportage than on thoughtful 
reading and s t ati stical interpreta- 
tion. 

The message, bluntly, is that if 
neat solutions to tins conflict 
were imagined, they certainly do 
not exist any longer, and that if 
there ever was a Middle East 
“peace process” (MacDowall 


doubts that this is what we 
should call the American damage 
limitation exercises of the last 20 
years) it is likely to be all the 
more difficult to rec on s tr uct. 

The old prescription. ~ U:N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 
providing for an exchange of 
territory for peace — was doomed 
to irrelevance, he says, by succes- 
sive Israeli governments’ refusal 
to contemplate a more or less fidl 
withdrawal to the pre-1967 bor- 
der. ft has become even less 
relevant today as a result of en- 
trenched Jewish settlement in tire 
occupied territories and growing 
radicriisation of Israel’s own size- 
able Palestinian minority. 

Nor, given the known positions 
of both main Israeli parties on the 
central issues in an eventual 
negotiation, does McDowall put 
much faith in the emergence of a 
truly viable tow-state solution. 
Achieving such a settlement 
would require genuine Israeli rec- 
ognition of 'the Palestinians’ 
security and economic needs, as 
well as vice versa. Even assuming 
a Palestinian entity were to 
emerge, the social and economic 
problems "tenting refugees, 
caring for a rapidly increasing 
population until limited land and 
water resources — could easily 
overwhelm it. 

McDowaD frankly admits that 
be has no idea whether there is a 
solution or what it might be. But 


“Palestine and Israel” is less a 
counsel of despair than a ery of 
alarm aimed at the idea that the 
conflict can be settled t hro ugh 
.half measures. . ... 

_ PerhapsVtEe most -troubling 
long-range issue it raises^ for ex- 
ample, is one which even people 
on the Israeli left would sooner 
not think about for it raises the 
most sensitive questions about 
the nature of the Jewish. state: the 
status of Israel's growing number 
of Arab citizens. Within Israel 
proper, the Palestinian popula- 
tion is already 17 per cent of the 
total. On present trends, it could 
be dose to a quarter of the total 
by 2005, ana northern Israel 
couM be two thirds Palestinian by 
2010. 

As their numbers grow, the 
Arabs of Israel are less and less 
likely to tolerate being treated as 
second class citizens' with the 
right to vote but little influence 
on mainstream politics, and com- 
paratively limited access to eco- 
nomic and budgetary resources: 
McDowaD’s conclusion is rimt 
without moves to partition Pales- 
tine and to improve the lot of its 
own Palestinian minority, Israel 
could eventually be feeing inter- 
communal strife on both s ides of 
die “green hue,” with ugty con- 
sequences for its own society — 
The Guardian. 

Andrew Gowers 


For all your; 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance. 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMI\ KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box TWb 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel WUT.76, W.UOflf. 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents an over tne works 
Tel: 684090.660852 
Tbc 2205 BESMCO JO 
PX 3 . Box 926407 
AMMAN JORDAN 


EVERY 

DAY 


^PEOPLE WHO WEED 

ygfOx CLEANING 
SERVICES 

<03^ CALL US! 


Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

ist Orel* near 

Ah. vy^G’.'iScthX}- 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:t*3-?:M> 
p.m. 

b: 111 \Udnighi 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
O.nese Rgamg pot <s available 
Take away available 
Open dailv 12 : 00 - 75-.V 
IS:W- 23:30 

iVaj- Saav Road ■ near Traffic 

Sndge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


TeL 604671 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bv-fMS . 

Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 pjn . 
& 6:30pjn. ~ midnight . 

Location; Near 3rd Grcfe ' 
opposite AkSaft Hospital - 

Tel: 641093 


OPEN FORUM 


Killing streets 


to crees e s t re e t in Abmb 

. Watching the ears go by on Queen Noor street, which one 
m ana is nr of the hosier streets in Amman, and watching the 
poor, pedestrians tying, to au»-lL k for one an experience a. 
apprcbcudooevea tboagh one Is not attmipting to trass the street 
oneseBL You Bad a persoo and soother with achBd standing atone 

oaf of the street looting against the Honing traffic ***&*£ for * 
ament of stOnm to cross. ZOOM the cars go by. They are 
driven at high speed as if the mad is a highway. 

PattoaOj, the pedestrians wait. The mother clutching at her 

chad’s hand white bokEng fra* hag tightly with the other hand 
waits fbrXJtFARAJ.Aurttempt bumde at ovssmg the street as 
one leg tentatively; stoves and ZOOM a car that wam’t t here a 
vaomeatagp races down the road. Another attempt is made when 
the traffic is dearer mad, before they know A, a screeching make 
read Incessant honking scare them hack to Mr Brst place. 

- Stiff they have in cross and with another look M the traffic that 
baseband forafiew seconds (heyBteraBy run for fhefr fives. Mare 
csrsrnce toward them bonking. The mother, riffl chrtcMng at the 
chad’s hood and screamingathun hi anxiety so as not to let go, run 
Jr betw e en the cm uutB they reach the ‘island*. They wot 
bresfflessty for the heat car or cars passing in the opposite 
direction and (Ns go through the same Jotting experience again. 

This is but ooeexampk of onestreeL Throughout town, wen A 
downtown or a samH side street, thhfeeB^f is experienced. It is not 
on fy lack of p e des t ria n crossings; — there should be very high 
penattksrlbr cars that cross wh8t people an walking — but A is 
also people’s at titu des that should be corrected. At varioos social 
gathabtgstrntBc accidents an mentioned ond then is talk about 

*^ose buy pedestrians who waBcskmtywhBecrossaig the street,” 

asM they an suppoeedte be arts wAb pine Uses, as is said to Arabic 
In order to survive anaeddeat wAh aractog car. We cannot pot so 
end to acddesdSt wbkb ardfaarAy and unfortunately occur In 
Jordan as frequently as any country m the worM, bat we can lessen 
their num ber by baring pedestrian crossings- This wiB teach 
drivers to appreciate the value of (fro pedestrtaB’s life whSe be 
a pprec ia tes the tnderstarediag and respect of the driver towards 
his Bfe. In short, A wiB teach both respect for human fife. 

“TSe human being b the most precious is Jordan a great 
sayfog by Bis Mqfesty '. But a ppar e n tly, whJSe crossing the street, 
the human betegis regarded by bis Mow uum as a non-being. 


Norma Shalhoub 


usnn 


By Gene Gibbous 

Beater • ' 

WASHINGTON . — George 
Bush, riding high in the polls 
halfway through his first year in 
office, is careful not to gfoal 
about the remarkably smooth 
ride he has enjoyed as U.S. presi- 
dent. . , . 

’ “There are- things that Td hke 
to have seen resolved, particular- 
ly on the legislative side,” he told 
. reporters ai5-he flew bomefinom a 
recent trip. to. Europe. 

' The period since Bush, took 
.office on January 20 shows a few 
rough spots although it is seen as 
an unusually placid one in 
Washington politics — and a soft 
one for the new president. 

On die domestic front, the 
budget deficit remains a major 
headache, and some eoouonrists 
foresee a recession next year. 

Bush's sweeping plan to rescue 
the savings and loan industry 
from insolvency has yet. to win 
final congressional a pproval. - 

Another early setbaek waa the 
rejection of his choice for defence 
secretary, John Tower, amid 
allegations of indiscreet conduct. 

_ But Bash’s performances in the 
international arena have won 
compliments after initial criticism 
he was_ moving too slowfy! 

“The- president has done quite 
wefl ahd deserves credit,” says 
House Speaker Thomas Foley, ' 
leader of the Democratic opposi- 
tion in Congress. 

Bush, who cau c uliy has a high- 
er job approval rating than the 
enormously popular Ronald 
Reagan bad at the same point in 
his presidency, seems to have 
survived comphdnts he lacks the 


imagination and fair of Soviet 
leader MDcbad Gorbachev. 

“The spotlight for a long time 
. was on Gorbachev alone in the 
centre ring,” says political analyst 
Norman Ornstein. “This was the 
. guy changing the world. Now the 
spotlight isn’t on Gorbachev 
alone — - George Bush is sharing 
-4 with him.” 

Bush’s extensive and much- 
publicised travels have been a 
factor in. boosting his image. 

He has visited 12 countries 
-since his inauguration, asserted 
leadership at the NATO summit 
;in Brussels in May, and is gener- 
ally credited with defusing a nuc- 
lear policy row within the West- 
ern affiance. ■ 

The recent tour of Poland and 
Hungary, where be proclaimed a 
yiskm of a "pew world” in which 
the iron Curtain dividing Europe 
-wonld .be tom down, also won 
some applause. 

“I think he had quite a success- 
ful trip and I congratulate him on 
ij,” said senator Lloyd Bentsen of 
Texas, who did all he could to 
prevent Bush’s election when 
Bentsen was the 1988 Democratic 
vice presidential nominee; 

The fate of Bentsen’s ticket 
mate — Bush’s erstwhile pres- 
idential rival, Michael Dukakis— 
neatly underscores the difference 
a year can make in power politics. 

One year ago the Mas- 
sadmsetts governor accepted his 
party’s nomination in a triumphal 
personal dhnax to its no min ating 
convention. He held a 17-point 
lead in opinion polls, had a united 

party behind him and looked 
about to sweep a defensive and 
faltering Bush right off the field. 
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Raghda — A journey to the big screen 




By KaHa Sahet . 

CAIRO — A rising star in She 
' Egy ptian cmema, RagMa — her 
first name and the only- one site 
wants to use — brings to the 
screen unusual prase- and 
Few actresses can speak with as 
mncfa eloquence the difficult' lan- 
guage that’s classical Arabic, 
wnch has given her a series of 
roles on television and on the irig 
screen. Mostly she has been type- 
cast as an intellectual car asked to 
play characters from the dasaks. 
but in her portrayals there is a 
hint that a talented director could 
unleash much more diversity and 
passion from this budding, talent. 

When you meet her in. person, 
the first overwhelming impress- 
ion is that the many photos taken 
of her do not do justice to her 
beauty; Heavy bands of dark 
golden hair frame a fade where 
eyes the colour of dear aquamar- 
ine gems betray a personality as 
intense as it is calm on the sur- 
face. ..... 

She is sitting in a quiet comer 
of ah apartment in Cairo's well- 
to-do Zamalek quarter where 
filming is progressing, obfiyiom 
to the television technicians 
rushing around, arranging fights 
and microphones as a storm rages 
outside. Hie palm trees in die 
garden below bend and shake,, 
and die windows rattle while a 
pale imitation of daylight Mends 
aD the objects and furniture in- 
side die apartment into a grayish 
mass. 

Maybe affected by the ghostly 
light, Raghda starts talking about 
her childhood, which (fid not 
leave her with many happy 
memories. “In a way, I did not 
have a childhood, or a family. 
From the start the family unit was 
broken up: my father gone, my 
mother buried under the work 
and responsibility of rearing ch3- 
dren by herself! My older 
brothers tried to f ulfill the role of 
head of the family . For me there 
were no dolls or play, I mostly, 
remember a feeling a sadness at 
watching my mother struggle by 
herself, unable to cope with two 
many chil dren.” 

While her voice seems indiffe- 
rent, the face registers tension 


and some bitterness. The wounds 
are stm there, but. she has h mfr 
inner strength from this eady 
handicap. As suddenly as the 
memories came, she resolutely 
shuts out the past with a toss of 
her golden mime, ft was the same 
will-power winch brought, her to 
Cairo in tire fate 1970s after rite 
completed literary studies at the 
umvetsityof Halab,. the city in 
Syria where she was bom. 

In Cairo she wanted to seek a - 
graduate degree in classical Ara- 
bic, but she afco found the warm- 
th of a family relationship th anks 
to a female friend of her mother 
"who welcomed Raghda as a 
daughter, “it was a period of my 
life where everything seemed 
possible, all the dreams could 
come true,” Raghda said. “But I 
was not even thinking about be- 
coming an actress; afi I wanted 
was to be introduced into literary 
circles and meet the famous 
, Egyptian writers to .try. to team 

how to become one.” One of her 
first jobs was to write for M A1 
HilaT' magazine, under the gui- 
dance of writers and novelists 
such as the late Fomil Labib, 
Sabri About Magd and Hussein 
Noenes. 

It was Labib who told her one 
day that a well-known television 
director named Mhaxnmed S a le m 
was looking for a young woman 
fluent in classical Arabic for a TV 
series he was prep ari ng for dis- 
tribution throughout the Arab 
world. “My task was to read texts 
which would serve as the fink 
between the different segments of 
the series. I needed money, as all 
students do, so my only question 
was ‘how much wffl I earn’?” For 
the promised mm of 9000 pounds 
(at the time the equivalent of- 
about $10,000) she efia her part in 
the 30 episodes, but she is stOl 
waiting to be paid. . 

No matter, she quips, the main 
thing is that she had learned her 
way to the studios! Another 
d i recto r soon offered her a part 
which had been difficult to cast — 
a blond actress with dear skin 
and light-coloured eyes who, 
a gain was quite fluent in classical 
Arabic. “I can say that I came to 
the movies — cinema and televi- 
rion — thro ug h my knowledge of 


tiie Arabic language and my dic- 
tion,” Raghda noted with pride. 
It was only later that producers 
and directors began to notice the 
real acting latent of die young 
woman. 

As soon as she was convinced 
of her acting potential, Raghda 
gave herself to this unexpected 
career will all the passion and . . 
. dedication she invests into aD that 
matters to her. She pur aside her 
literary ambitions to devote aft 
her energies to improving her 
skills. She took voice lessons, 
worked on her diction and enun- 
ciation and also attended acting 
classes. “I worked on becoming 
familiar with all the technical 

environment of die studios — 
lights, cameras, mikes, the sii 
I was taking very seriously 
learning of a profession I enjoyed 
more and more every day,” she 

explained. 

Very soon she had the oppor- 
tunity to play in the famous 
movie “Le Paon,” (El Taonss) 
directed by Kamal el Chdkh 
which was selected for the 
X ama r ina festival in Italy in 1982. 
Tins unusual event showcased 
movies from Mediterranean 
countries, induding Arab as well 
as Jewish productions* In “Le 
Paon,” Raghda played the young 
and innocent sister of a married 
woman whose husband falls mad- 
ly in love with the girl and com- 
mits what Is almost the perfect 
crime to be with her. 

Another of her favourite roles 
fa that of Badreia, a character in a 
screen version of a book from 
Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfbuz* 
Trilogy. The director was Yous- 
sef Marzouk, who is now 
finishing a television series based 
on the Trilogy for distri b u tion 
throughout the Arab world and 
possibly in Tnrfia and fhf. Philip - 
pines. Says Raghda: Marzouk “is 
a very, very good director, maybe 
the best when it comes to under- 
standing Mahfbuz and translating 
his work for a TV audience. 
Working with- him was an un- 
forgettable experience, and I 
hope I will have the opportunity 
to do so again.” 

Just as the /public was ready to 
cast Raghda into the part of a 
screen goddess, she surprised ev- 


erybody by putting her career on 
look! far a while to give prefer- 
f-ence to her personal life. “One 
< day I met a young man, and four 
months later we woe married,” 
she explained with a smile. “I 
loved him, bat uppermost were 
feelings of complete trust and 
friendship. That’s why I did not 
hesitate when he asked me to 
become his wife. You see, love 
can be rally a glitter instead of the 
real thing, but friendship and 
trust are riches thait endure.” 
.From this union a baby girl was 
-born, named Bousaina, then 
Raghda had a miscarriage when 
she was pregnant with her second 
child. 

Although she has switched on 
her acting career again, Ra ghd a 
likes to emphasise ttiat she likes a 
quiet life. “My personal fife is so 
calm that I am almost in a nit,” 
rite said. “My husbsmd knows, of 
course, that be manded an actress 

with afl that ft Implies, but I do all 

I can so it does not rlfaturb our life 
together. Even when I am filming 
X make a point of returning home 
before him so I am there waiting 
for him. I take take of my daugh- 
ter, my house, my kitchen exactly 
as if there was no> movie career. 
It’s difficult, but I like challenges, 
I enjoy setting new soak for 
» 


indomitable sprit within 
colours her performances with 
deep hues that promise much 
more if she finds the proper 
vehicle to epqwess her talent, and 
the right director. Already her 
professional lift: has been en- 
hanced by die escperience of mar- 
riage and motherhood. The 
Raghda who came back is more 
%minme, more: tender, but she 
has yet to revtsal all of herself. 

The theatre offered her first 
role after her “iretnm” in the play 
“Salome” where her portrayal of 
the famous courtesan won unani- 
mous applause from Egyptian cri- 
tics. “But the truth is that I prefer 
the cinema to the theatre,” she 
commented. “X see myself as a 
movie actress. I prefer the big 
screen to anything else, because a 
movie is a durable work which 
won’t grow old and which I will 
be able to see again with the same 
pleasure as when you reopen a 


favourite book. It’s not the case 
with’ television productions: they 
age fist and soon look dusty.” 

. Besides finding acting enjoy- 
able, Raghda believes that the 
artist has a rote to play in society, 
and it’s another challenge she 
wants to win, another mission 
waiting to be completed and yet 
never 

“I refuse to be an actress who 
does one movie after another 
without an overall sense of direc- 
tion,” she said. “I am looking for 
scenarios which are topical from a 
sociological point of view and 
which may bring solutions to the 
overriding concerns that people 
have. I have always sought to act 
in movies that delve into an issue, 
to analyse and maybe present 
solutions. I admit that I have not 
found a rote with which I was 
fully satisfied. On the other hand, 
one role is not enough to set a 
pattern of social involvement; it 
must be a series of roles somehow 
related and which complement 
each other.” 

Is she sometimes tempted to 
throw her weight around and 
demand the rewriting of a scenar- 
io as is the privilege of great 
screen actors known for their 
temper tantrums on the set? She 
does not like to intervene, she 
said quickly, but she admits that 
she does not take kindly to re- 
writes after she has approved the 
dialogue for a scene. “The only 
time when I got mad and refused 
to go on filming was when an 
actor was bold enough to rewrite 
a scene (she won’t name him) — 
imposing on me words and a new 
situation of which I did not 
approve. I found his action very 
objectionable and I left, which I 
had a right to do!” 

Looking back at her young 
career, Raghda points out that 
she has not forgotten her girlhood 
ambitious to make a name for 
herself in literature. “Now I am 
writing again,” she said. “I pub- 
lished a small book of poems 
titled “The seasons of love,” 
(Mawasem el Aeschk) — spiring, 
summer, fill and winter any sea- 
son can be the backdrop to words 
of love.” Writing is a hobby 
which provides her with a sense 
of release, she added, annonno- 



It’s her proficiency in classical Arabic that led the Egyptian 
Raghda to the silver screen. A rising star in writing, and 


ing the upcoming publishing of 
another volume. “I can express 
my emotions; I write when I feel 
joy, indignation, or pity — the 
feeling must be intense, it's a sort 
of deliverance. Bnt my poems are 
not related only to my personal- 
ity, they express a consciousness 
of reality that we all share.” 
Undaunted by the prospect of 


adding yet another facet to the 
character she has forged — Ragh- 
da the actress, the wife and 
mother, and now the writer — 
she calmly prepares to go back on 
the set. She seems to have fomti- 
able resources and unlimited pati- 
ence; yet under the gloss and the 
perfect composure lurks a sense 
of fragility and heartache from 


cinema, she also delights in 
being a mother. 

old wounds. Her public can only 
hope that Raghda ’s achievements 
in all her "careers" will enable 
her to come to terms with the 
pain of a lost childhood — Wor!c1 
News Link 

Editors note: Raghda was the 
leading in the p/av 'Salome', per- 
formed at this i ear's Jerash fes- 
tival. 




d 

h 

d 

>, 

i- 

■€ 

S. 

d 


Japanese drug impresses doctors 


By Marcia Dunn - 

The Associated Press:' 
PITTSBURGH — A Japanese: 
drug developed to fight cancerous 
tumors is startlingly effective in 
halting rejection of transplanted 
kidneys, say doctors in Japan who 
are the first to test the co m pound 
on organ recipients. 

American researchers are just 
as impressed with 15-Deoxysper- 
gualin. also known as DSG, and 
expect to try ft on transplant 
patients in a year or two. 

“It’s dearly very effective. Yet 
I t hink it’s teaching us that there 
are ways to control the immune 
system we heretofore had not 
even thought possible,” said Dr. 
Randall Morris, director of the 
Laboratory for Transplantation 
Immunology at Stanford Uni- 
versity in California. 

Among the possibilities sug- 
gested by DSG research but yet 
to be proven outside the labora- 
tory are lower doses of cyclospor- 
ine. a potent anti-rejection drug 
fraught with side effects; routine 
matching of organs regardless of 
blood type; and longer survival of 
animals getting organs from other 
species, a step toward the day 
when animal organs might be 
transplanted into humans. 

“At the very least, if it allows 
us to lower the dose of cyclospor- 
ine, it might be useful,” said Dr. 
Robert Cony, chairman of 
surgery at the University of Iowa 
and president of the-United Net- 
work for Organ Sharing. 

Transplant pioneer Dr. Tho- 
mas E. Starzi of the University of 
Pittsburgh is encouraged by the 
Japanese findings even though he 
halted animal tests several years 
ago because of the drug’s toxkaty 
and its intravenous use. 

"In the big picture, over a long 


period-'Of time, you can’t 'give 
drags intravenously 'so that’s a 
Hmnafion.”bixt it could be useful 
“as a kind of bail-out on a short- 
term basis to control rejection,” 
Staizl said. 

‘To get 100 per cent of graft 
survival, we must have several 
kinds of potent immune-suppres- 
sive dnigs,” said Dr. Hiroshi 
Amenriya, head of surgical re- 
search at the National Carttiova- 
sncalr Centre in Osaka, Japan. 
“This is one of that kind of potent 
drags.” 

9,123 kidney transplants 

There were 9,123 kidney trans- 
plants in the United States last 
year, according to the United 
Network for Organ Sharing. Vir- 
tually all transplant recipients ex- 
perience some organ rejection, 
out most is tempor ar y, minor and 
can be controlled with drugs. 
Ninety-six per cent of trans- 
planted kidneys are fractioning a 
year after surgery if the organs, 
come from living relatives, said 
Kdle Straw of Unos. The sneefcas 
rate is 91 per emit when the 
kidneys come from dead stran- 
gers — as is die case in the vast 
majority of transplants. 

DSG is a chemical byproduct 
of Sjpergnalm, a substance iso- 
lated by Japanese sdentis'ts in 
1981 from bacteria found iri soil. 
Two Japanese companies laun- 
ched laboratory tests in 1985, and 
Amenriya and others began con- 
ducting the world’s first, dmical 
trials involving transplant pa- 
tients last fall. 

Bristol-Myers Co. is under 
a gr eement with the Japan ese 
firms to develop the synthetic 
drug for use in the United States. 

U.S. researchers have .studied 
DSG as an anti-rejection agent in 


animals, but ft beep tested on 

s about W cancer patients over the 
past three years. The National 
Cancer Institute is conducting c5- 
nical trials at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio and Memo- 
rial Stepn-Kettering Cancer Cen- 
tre in New York. 

The / human tests were begun 
after experiments showed DSG 
inhibited growth of- tumors in 
mice, ' said Dr. Michaele Christ- 
ian, senior investigator in the 
NCFs developmental chemother- 
apy section. “It’s hard to say 
whether the drag is going to be 
useful as an anti-cancer agent. It’s 
too early to tell.” 

. /Amemiya reported at the 
American Society of Transplant 
Burgeons’ annnal meeting in Cbi- 
•cago last month that 30 kidney 
recipients at six centres in Japan 
were treated temporarily with 
DSG. The 18 males and 12 
females, ranging in age from 13 to 
43, received their new kidneys as 
far back as 1975. 

The compound was adminis- 
tered after they suffered organ 
rejection. Standard anti-rejection 
d rags didn’t work, including 
OKT3, which wipes out white 
blood cells called T-ceHs that 
attac k transplanted organs, Ame- 
. miya said. 

The Food and Drag Adminis- 
tration approved OK’D in 1987 for 
•general use in kidney transplan- 
tioo. It still is experimental in 
other -types of transplants. 

Twenty-seven of the 34 epi- 
sodes of organ rejection experi- 
enced by the Japanese patients 
were reversed within 10 days, 
according to Amemiya. Only one 
transplanted kidney was lost, 
with the patient forced back to 
. dialysis. 

DSG worked best with the 


.milder (brims of rejection occur- 
ring within 'six months of trans- 
plantation, .Amenriya said. “We 
don’t have imy good therapy for 
chronic rejection,” which occurs 
rate to five: years later and is 
characterised by a narrowing of 
the transplanted organ's arteries. 

Side effects were temporary 
and in eluded nausea, and numb- 
ness around! the mouth. Each of 
the 30 Japanese patients con- 
tinued to receive cyclosporine 
and other immune-suppressive 
medications during the trial, 
Amenriya sudd. 

Cyclosporine, derived from a 
soil fungus, helps prevent rejec- 
tion by freezing certain T-cells so 
they don’t divide and increase in 
number. But the daily oral doses 
can lead to kindey failure and 
high blood pressure. 

DSG allows certain T-ceDs to 
divide normally but for some 
reason the cells do not attack 
transplanted tissue, Morris said. 

Transplanted organs also can 
be attacked by antibodies the 
redptent’s body produces in re- 
sponse to foreign tissue. Trans- 
planting organs across blood 
types or 1 from one species to 
another generates even more of 
these antibodies. 

Cyclosporine and other anti- 
rejection drugs prevent the anti- 
bodies from framing, provided 
the medication Is given as soon as 
an organ is transplanted. Treat- 
ment must continue throughout 
the patients' life. 

While DSG cannot reduce anti- 
bodies already in the blood, there 
is evidence it can suppress pro- 
duction of more — possibly.; ex- 
plaining its ability to prolong sur- 
vival off animals receiving organs 
from other types of animals, Mor- 
ris said. 


Whose promised land? 


By Pascal B. Barmy 

AMMAN — The sermon" of Canon Michael Hamilton at 
Washington Cathedral on 19 February 1989 a copy of which was 
published in the Jordan Times on 5 June 1989 is well-balanced and 
fair. Unfortunately, such public sermons are rare in the Western 
Churches, whether Catholic or Protestant. Indeed very many of 
our Christian brothers in the West are imbued with the myth that 
the return of the Jews to Palestine is a prophetic requirement to 
the second coming of Christ and the consequent conversion of the 
Jews to Christianity. This myth is one of the principal causes (let 
alone the political and strategical causes) whidi led to the issue of 
the Balfour Declaration in 1917 by the British government and 
the subsequent establishment of the state of Israel. Even today 
one meets Catholic or Protestant priests in the West who 
practically have no knowledge of the history of Palestine in 
particular or of the Middle East in general and who still think that 
Palestine is solely the land of Israel thus obliterating the two 
thousand years after Christ from the history of Palestine and 
disregarding its ancient history which shows that its original 
inhabitants were the Canaanites, the Jesuites and the Philistines, 
prior to its invasion by the Hebrews. I have personally met such 
fll-mformed priests in Europe and I was told by a Catholic priest 
here in Amman that he had met bishops in Germany who are 
supposed to be knowledgeable and well-educated, yet they have 
distorted 1 concepts about the past and the present history of 
Palestine. 

Let us however revert to the myth on the return of the Jews to 
Palestine. There is a group of evangelical or what I call 
f undam entalist Christians in the USA who are Zionist more than 
the Zionists themselves. This group believes that the Old 
Testament gives to the modem state of Israel divine and 
unconditional ownership of the land of Palestine excluding its 
indigenous people, and that the return of the Jews is a biblical 
prophesy. For this reason they unconditionally support Israel 
against the Arabs. In her book “Prophesy and Politics.” Grace 
Halsell says that those Zionist Christians also believe that a great 
nuclear war called 'Armagedon', will break out between the 
Soviets and their Arab friends on the one band and the Jew’s and 
the Christians on the other. The Jews and their allies will come 
out victorious as they will be saved by ‘Christ the Saviour’ who 
will establish the Kingdom of Jerusalem for one thousand years. It 
should be noted in passing, that the term 'Armagedon' is 
mentioned in the Apocalypse of St. John the Apostle, but the 
latter dearly referred to the wars which led eventually to the fall 
of the Roman Empire of his time which persecuted the Christians 
and which the Apostle called “Babylon the Great, the mother of 


fornications and the abominations of the earth”. 1 should add that 
there is nothing in the Old Testament which supports the mythical 
daim of those Christian fundamentalists. The author Grace 
Halsell furthermore notes in her book that even ex-President 
Ronald Reagan and many of his friends and assistants who served 
in his administration have been influenced by this Zionist myth 
and this explains in part their unflagging political and material 
support of Israel. Ms. Halsell who does not believe in those 
fantastical ideas, adds that these fundamentalists disguise political 
movements which are unrelated to the true Christian faith. 

Fortunately however, there are thousands of Christian churches 
and communities who reject this whole myth. In effect an 
ecumenical group of Christians-Protestants. Roman Catholics and 
Orthodox met in Illinois. USA. in 1979 and 19S1 and issued what 
is called Lagrange Declarations. The declarations refuted the 
claim of the evangelical or fundamentalist Christians that the 
Bible gives the modern state of Israel a divine right and a divine 
sanction to the state of Israel's policy of territorial acquisition. 
Such an alleged claim must be judged in the light of the whole 
biblical revelation affirming that in the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
God's covenants have been fulfilled. The declarations questioned 
biblically the visions of nationalism and statehood limited to a 
particular people as the means for building a durable and just 

peae in the Holy Land. The declarations added that “ an 

honest, open and comprehensive understanding of the Bible 
prohibits those claims and raises the priority of God's justice for 
all peoples as the means to nourish the hope of reconciliation 
between Israelis and Palestinians." 

In his book "Whose Promised Land", the Reverend Colin 
Chapman a member of the Episcopal Church, wrote the 
following: "As a Christian I feel bound to conclude that the 
promise of the land to Abraham and his descendants does not give 
the Jews a divine right to possess the land for ail times." The 
author adds that he does not believe that the state of Israel is ‘of 
God' in the sense that it is the fulfillment (or even a preliminary 
stage of fulfillment) of all that God promised and predicted in the 
Old Testament abouL the future of the land and its people. The 
Reverend Colin Chapman went further to suggest that for a 
Christian to interpret Those events simply as the fulfillment of 
prophesy represents a kind of regression. “It will be, he says, a 
return to a way of thinking which the disdples of Christ had 
abandoned once and for all when they grasped the kind of 
spiritual kingdom which Christ had inaugurated through his death 
and resurrection." 

In conclusion, the belief of the Christian fundamentalists in the 
myth of the return of the Jews and their conversion to Christianity 
is absolutely wrong, groundless and has no validity in our 
Christian faith and doctrine. 


People, people and more people — forecast for our planet 
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; have been sharpened by a 
, -anting that mankind is ra- 
ring itself at a rate that 
the statisticians way be- 

tad optinusticaity 

by the year 2100 global 
ation might tevel off at IQ-2 
l double the present total. 

new projection abandons 
false hopes and suggema 
nearly triple todays level, 
many demographers beheve 
his planet would be ima^ 
jf sustaining nearly 15,WU 
n mouths, it is not sunms- 
at the organisation badong 
v money-raising gj** 1 
jotted Nations Fund for 
ation Activities is tonownas 
population Crisis Canumt- 
UNFPA depet^onvoh^ 
ontributions from member 


states. It receives nothing from 
the U.N.’s regular budget. 

Whether the world papulation 
merely doubles, or triples, in the 
next century wift Mage largely on 
the success of, famil y program- 
mes, mostly in the Third World 
where economic pressures have 
forced cutbacks in such projects. 

Yet, even on the most con- 
servative projections, the world 1 s 
poorer countries are expected to 
account for more than-85 million 
of the anntial 90 million popula- 
tion growth rate over the next 
decade. ... 

In snbrSahaxan Africa alone, 
the use of some' form of con- 
rtion would have to show a 


14J2 bOficm people by 2100. 

Others are left to ponder bow 
this human mass can be fed, 
housed, employed, and perhaps 
persuaded — i- only by the press- 
ure on world food resources — of 


the futility of further unregulated 
reproduction. 

It would cost periiaps $2 billion 
a year, UNFPA estimates, to 
gt»hiK«g world population rates at 
just double present levels. For if 


Third World family p lanning de- 
mands were fully met now, there 
would be 35 per cent fewer births 
in Latin America, 33 per cent 
fewer in Aria and 27 per cent 
fewer in Africa. 


The key to holding population 
levels, the U.N. agency believes, 
lies in improving the status of 
women, especially in the develop- 
ing world, on the principle that 
once women achieve in terms of 


education and careers, family 
planning is a natural corollary. 

Women are regarded as 
“agents of change" without 
whose active and acknowledged 
role in society real social and 


economic development is not 
possible. 

UNFPA is calling for changes 
in the laws of many developing 
countries to dismantle barriers 
affecting women — Uon feature 


increase fey 2025 just to 

achieve'* levelling off on current 
growth' estimates: Without rapid 
expansion of famil y- p lanning 
education, -. says UNFPA, .the 
world wiB be. inhabited by around 
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‘Open ing the way for other nations with s imil ar; problems’ 

Mexico, creditor banks conclude landmark debt accord 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mexico and its creditor 
banks finally agreed on the key points of a debt- 
reduction package, providing the first victory in a 
U.S. government effort to ease the $13 trillion Third 
World debt burden. 

Tbe agreement announced fafe 
■Sunday night ended two days of 
intense talks at the U.S. Treasury 
Department where Mexican offi- 
cials and U.S. bankers were 
joined by Tresury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady and Federal Re- 
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan. 

Ixi the final package., nego- 
tiators representing the commer- 
cial banks agreed to choose from 
three options for providing assist- 
ance. They can cut the principal 
on the old loans by 35 per cent, 
reduce the interest rate they are 
c h a r g i n g to 6.25 per cent or pro- 
vide new loans to Mexico. 

U.S. officials predicted that the 
debt-relief package could slash by 
up to one-third the $4.5 billion 
Mexico is paying annually to ser- 
vice the $54 billion it owes to 
commercial banks. 

The $54 billion owed to private 
banks represents about half of 
Mexico’s $107 billion foreign 
debt, the second largest in the- 
developing world after Brazil’s 
$115 trillion dollar debt. 

However, officials said the 
exact amount of debt relief will 
not be known for some time 
because each of Mexico’s creditor 
banks most deride on its own tbe 
extent to which it will pa rtic ip ate 


in the plan. 

Brady plan 

Still, the agreement signified 
the first tangible result for tbe 
U.S. government’s debt-reduc- 
tion plan, which was unveiled by 
Brady on March 10. The strategy 
series to provide various incen- 
tives for commercial banks to 
voluntarily reduce the amount of 
Third World debt they hold. 

Brady * who had lobbied in- 
tensely for tbe final agreement, 
hailed the package as “a major 
step forward in the implementa- 
tion” of the debt-reduction 
effort. 

The administration of U.S. 
President George Bosh had made 
Mexico the test-case for the 
Brady plan, believing that an 
agreement would establish prece- 
dents for deals with other coun- 
tries. 

Tbe Bush administration had 
hoped to have a completed Mex- 
ican debt plan to present to the 
seven-nation economic summit 
last week in Paris. But even 
without a deal, the final summit 
communique included a strong 
endorsement of the approach. 

In an effort to break tbe stale- 
mate, Brady brought the nego- 



tiators to Washington on Satur- 
day and Sunday to resolve the 
remaining issues. 

Others participating in die final 
round of negotiations were Mex- 
ican Finance Minister Pedro 
Aspe and John Reed, chairman 


of Citicorp and head of the 15- 
bank committee which bargains 
for the hundreds of banks to 
which Mexico owes money. 

In a joint statement from the 
Mexican government and the 
banks, the two sides said they had 


reached agr eement on the main 
points of tfre financing package 

with the expectation that it would 
be accepted by “Mexico's appro- 
ximately 500 creditor h anks worl- 
dwide.” 

Banks accepting options would 


be able to ger-goaiaatees against 
•default on the - remaining debt 
from tbe 151-nation Tnfwmtinn»i 
Monetary Fund (IMF) or its sister 
organisation; the World Bank.. ' 

The joint statement estimated 
that $7 bflEon win be ayailabte 
from' the - -in ternational ' • Vrnfing 
organisations and other sources, 
indudmg Japan, to support the 
debt-reduriion and interest-rate 
reduction efforts for Mexico. 

In conjunction with the 
Mexican agreement, Brady said 
the United States is willing to 
.provide up to $2 billion in short-- 
term financing to Mexico to tide 
the country over until the new 
loans begin ar riv in g infer this : 
year. He said other countries 
would help in providing : this 
bridge loan. 

*Rea4fnstnient danse 9 

Officials sad one of the final!, 
issues resolved Sunday ni ght in- 
volved a “readjustment danse” 
that would increase debt pay- 
ments once the Mexican economy 
rebounds. 

One official, who spoke on 
condition of that his name not be. 
used, said both sides agreed to tie 
increased -debt .payments to any 
improvements m Mexico’s export 
sales after the year 1996. 

Acco.gcfipg to the joint state- 
ment, Kfexico also agreed to pro- 
vide opp ort uni ties for tbe banks 
to exchange about $1 billion of 
debt annually for .owriershrp of 
factories and other direct invest- , 
meats in Mexico, under a process. 


known as a debt-fop-equity swap. 

‘ Safina s reaction 
Mnttean PrcadcntCarios SaK- 
nas-de Gortaxl went on nation- 
wide television Sunday night to 
.1 pros* the final, package, saying, 
^Mexico has opened the way for 
other. nations. :With similar prob- 
lems.” .... 

Salmas said toe. debt refaction 
plan answered ‘Hhe cry of Mex- 
lcans .to return to growth’’* but he 
cautioned Mexican citizens, 
“don’t look for spectacular re- 
sults, overnight. 

as “dfflfaifr.compfexand tense.’ 1 ’ 
Mexico had bcgmrtte discussions' 
demanding that , the banks cut 
Mexico’s debt by 55 per cent. 

The early reaction m Mexico; 
where the debt is a . national 
preoccupation,- was swift and 
positive. 'Even the leftist opposi- 
tion,, which last' year called for a 
moratorium oil debt payments, 
praised the accord. 

Salmas described .the- -agree?-, 
meat as a natio nal »n» i | ih and 
said it fulfilled bis Dec. l.mangu- 
ral promise to reduce debt pay- 
ments acid start Mexico growing 


“Withworfc, order and disci- 
pline, Mexico can leave its crisis 
behind. This is .a -great moment 
for our nation; itis the product of 
an unparalleled effort by all Mex- 
icans,” Salinas said. 

. Safinas said tbe unpopular eco- . 
nonric auste ri t y plan, that has 
curbed inflation, arid inspired” 
creditor confidence will remain in 


place: 

g ri ii Martinez, of the 

"le ftis t Democratic Revol utiona ry 
Party, said it .was dear interna- 
tional lenders realised the poten- 
tialfor violence in hard-pressed 
de v eloping nations, such as the 
no ting - that hit Argentina and 
Vene zuel a this year. 

“Mexico couldn't keep sending 
resources abroad to pay the debt 
without the risk of a social out- 
brust," she said. 

Businessmen and economists 

agreed- with Salinas that the re- 
ductions would get tbe economy 
mo vin g again arid that the Mex- 
ican agre ement would serve as a 
b eacon to other Third World 
. nations burdened by . debt. 

Ramon Saldana, of the Centre 
for Economic Research at Nuevo 
Leon. University, said Mexico 
would be able to increase spend- 
mg in such vital areas as- educa- 
tion, h ealth and communications ■ 

: “Mexico has opened, the 
breach, and surely other coun- 
tries will follow its example,” said 
Juan Arturo Covarrubias Valen- 
zuela, president of the Western 
Business Federation. 

- . Safina* said his talks with Bush 
and leaders of the other major 
Iron-Communist industrialised 
nations at the Paris summit ear- 
lier this month were an important 
factor .in the outcome. 

He also offered his “solidarity 
and supporf fo other developing 
nations seeking better terms on 
their debts, including Brazil, 
Venezuela, Uruguay and the Phi- 
lippines. 


Jordan, Egypt hold talks 
on joint company 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Egypt Tuesday open talks on the 
programmes of the joint holding 
company which was set up upon 
tbe directives of the Joint Jorda- 
nian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee. 

Egyptian Minister of Interna- 
tional Cooperation Maurice Mak- 
ramallah arrived here Monday 
for the meetings which will cover 
the question of setting up a pro- 
ject m Egypt for producing lean 
meat. 

Makramallah heads a team of 
officials and experts to the meet- 
ing by the holding company’s 
general assembly which will dis- 
cuss schemes in Jordan and Egypt 


affiliated to this project. 

The company holds 20 per cent 
of the total capital of the lean 
meat project, and is in charge of 
projects in both countries to pro- 
duce agricultural seeds and a 
fishing industry in Jordan. The 
general assembly meeting is part 
of die two sides’ preparations for 
the coming higher joint commit- 
tee meeting which is due to con- 
vene in Amman shortly, accord- 
ing to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Makr amallah and his team 

were welcomed at the airport by 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ziyad limah and the other offi- 
cials indudmg the director gener 
al of the holding company. 


Oman grants oil 
concession to U.S. firm 


MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — Con- 
quest Exploration Co. of Hous- 
ton, Texas, was awarded a two- 
year lease to prospect for oil in 
northern Oman by the sultanate’s 
government Sunday. 

The company will conduct seis- 
mic surveys in a 1390-square- 
kilometre tract in the Jebel 
Aswad, or black mountain, re- 
gion. 

Tbe company will be able to 
renew the lease for two more 
two-year periods provided it drills 
at least one exploratory well each 
term. 


The agreement was signed by 
Omani Oil Minister Ahmed 
Saeed Al Shanfari and Couqeust 
Vice President W. Fr anklin 
Hooper. 

No mention was made of pro- 
duction-sharing if oil was disco- 
vered in commercial quantities, 
indicating that this would be 
negotiated once finds were made. 

Oil exports are the backbone of 
the economy of Oman, which lies 
on the southern tip of the Ara- 
bian peninsula. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Very nicely furnished, consisting of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped 
sitting room, dining room and salon, large kitchen, 3 bath-rooms, 
3-glassed in verandas, separate entrance and central heating 
with garage and telephone. The building is a villa consisting ra 
only two identical apartments, in a quiet residential area. 
Location — between Sixth and Seventh Circle — Jabal Amman. 

Please call Tel: 680906 from 9 ajn. until 6 pjn. 816011 
from 6-10 pan. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Fully furnished 3 bedrooms complete second floor apart- 
ment, large salons, spacious kitchen, European style 
furniture, independent utilities (water, electricity & central 
heating), independent tel. line and number, parking area 
and a small terrace. 

Location: 4th Circle area. 

For more information please call Tel. No. 817960 



The Stealth B-2 bomber at Northrop’s factory (file photo) 


Bush wages last-ditch effort to save B-2 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gress tackles military spending 
this week as President Geoige 
Bush wages a last-ditch effort to 
save the B-2 bomber from 
money-conscious legislators 
opposed to the $530-mfllion air- 
craft. 

Bush had groups of members 
to die White House on two occa- 
sions last week and plans to make 
individual pleas this week that the 
B-2, designed to penetrate Soviet 
airspace, is key to the nation’s 
nuclear deterrence. 

“The president is concerned by 
the opposition,” White House 
spokesman Martin Fifzwater told 
reporters Friday. 

Lawmakers have expressed 
surprise at the plan’s cost. 

The Defence Department has 
already invested about $23 billion 
in the programme and wants an 
additional $70 billion to buy 132 
copies of the plane. 

The one plane that exists has 
made one test flight, lasting about 


two hours. 

Debate on the military spend- 
ing trill will be highlighted by two 
amendments to the defence bifl 
that would either end the B-2 
programme or severely limit it. 

Democratic congressman Les 
Aspin. chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, is 
proposing paying far just two 
bombers in 1990 and 1991 rather 
than the eight sought by the 
Defence D epar t m ent. 

Aspin believes Congress needs 
more information on the radar- 
evading plane before deriding 
whether to kiQ it or spend more 
money. 

Two Repabfidans, John Row- 
land and John Kasich, and 
Democrat Ronald Dellums will 
introduce an amendment to com- 
plete work on the 13 bombers 
under way and mothball the pro- 
duction fine. 

Rowland was one lawmaker 
summoned to tbe White House 
Friday, but Bush’s argument 


failed to sway hrim. 

“I was not convinced by the 
president's remands," Rowland 
said. “There are a small number 
of Republicans and hopefully a 
large number of Democrats” who 
believe testing should be com- 
pleted before a c ommitm ent is 
made to build tbe 132 planes, 
Rowla nd said. 

The Bush administration has 
proposed spending $4.7 billion in 
fiscal 1990 for the B-2, but tire 
House Armed Services Commit- 
tee cut that amount by $800 

mjTli mi 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Sunday on television 
network ABC that be was hope- 
ful that the administration ’s argu- 
ments in support of the B-2 prog- 
ramme would eventually prevail 
on Capitol Hill. 

“I think we’re going to do fairly 
well. That is, I think well come 
out of it with what the House 
Armed Service Committee re- 


commended,” Cheney said. 

Meanwhile, snppoirt remains 
strong for the programme on the 
Senate Aimed Services Commit- 
tee, which trimmed just $300 
mflfion from the B-2 request- . 

Sen. Sam Nunn, an ixmnential 
Democrat, said Sunday ha agrees 
with Bush’s contention tihai fai- 
lure to proceed with tine B-2 
could vitally affect strategic arms 
control efforts. 

“T think we’d have to go .back 
to the drawing board on arms 
control,” Nunn said cm NEC’s 
“Meet the Press” pro gram me. 
“We have premised our basic 
arms control position on bomber 
being a vital part of our overall 
triad,” together with land-based 
and submarine-launched mygqfeg 

Nunn described the B-2 as “a 
very stabilising weapon” because 
unnke missiles, the bombers can 
be recalled aftm they have been 
pot on airborne alert during a 
crisis. 


Baghdad asks private sector to freeze prices 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Private sec- 
tor businessmen have been asked 
to freeze prices for an unspecified 
period following similar measures 
taken by state-run enterprises, 
the Al Ittihad weekly reported 
Monday. 

The weekly, published by the 
Iraqi Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, said the 
price freeze was requested in 
accordance with tbe govern- 
ment's efforts to curb soaring 
prices of goods and services. 


Al Ittihad quoted tbe federa- 
tion's chairman, Abdul Qader 
Abdul Latif, as urging business- 
men to freeze or even reduce 
their prices because “continually 
rising prices have led to stagna- 
tion and halted the market’s ex- 
pansion.’' 

“Private entrepreneurs have 
been depicted as greedy and as 
hindering development of the 
national economy.” he said. 

The call came just a few days 
after the government im- 


SEMI-V1LLA FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, dining room, living room, sitting 
room, newly fitted kitchen, 2 bathrooms, sepa- 
rate entrance, telephone and large garden. 
Central T.V. antenna and central heating. 
Location: 4th Circle Zahran Area — Jabal 
Amman — Mithqal Al-Faiz Street opposite Petra 
News Agency, House No. 59. 

Tei. res: 641916, office 683557 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, full kitchen, great 
neighbourhood, in Shmeisani area. 

For further information, please call 
823441 


piemen ted a decision to raise 
state employees’ salaries by 25 
dinars ($80) a month an their first 
pay hike for more than .10 years. 

The government froze prices of 
goods and services provided by 
state-run enterprises for one year 
from July 1. 

Prices soared last year after a 
United Nations ceasefire took 
effect Aug. 20 in tbe 8-year Iran- 
Iraq war. Prices for some foods 
doubled recently in a new wave of 
price increases. 

A pack of 30 eggs that used to 
cost 2 dinars (S6.6Ynow sells for 4 
dinars ($I2.S). A kilogram of 
chicken that cost 1.75 dinars 
(S5.6) now costs 3.80 dinar * 
($12.16). 


More than 2 mflfion govern-, 
ment employment employees and 
an unspecified, number of army 
and police officers will benefit 
from tiie salary increases winch, 
are expected to cost , tbe budget 

about 600 millio n dinar s ( SJJf 

inffion). 

The government is currently 
subsidising basic foods such as 
flour and cooking oil to the tune 
of 230 million dinars ($736 mil- 
1km. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

First floor of a two-storey building. Consisting of two 
bedrooms, living room and dining, room. Fully fitted 
kitchen and two bathrooms. Centrally heated. Separate 
telephone. 

Location: Jaba! Amman 4th Circle. 

Tel: 659776 9:00 a.m. to 2£0 pJiL only. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or . 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

Fdr more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Teh 685342 


S. Koreans in 
Soviet Union 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea’s first -economic mis- 
sion to the Soviet Union left 
Monday to meet with Soviet gov- 
ernment officials and business- 
men on the proposed joint de- 
velopment of Siberia and other 
economic cooperation. ■ 

The 37-member private mis- 
sion, re pre s e n t i ng the construc- 
tion, fisheries, coal and other 
industries, was led by Chang Ju- 
Yong, founder and honorary 
chairman of tbe Hyundai group 
buaness conglomerate. . 

in a weddong visit, the south 
Koreans were to lour Khabar- 
ovsk, Vladivostok, Nakhodka 
and Moscow to discuss joint veu- 
tares and conduct teas 
dies. • 


BBC paydeal ends 
13-week dispute 


LONDON '(R) — r British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BB C) man - 
agement and - broadcast unions 
readied agreement on an 8£ per 
cent pay deal Sunday, «wfing a 
13-week dxspnte wh&*disputed- 
radio and television programmes. 

; . The accord, after nearly 10 
horns of talks at dm state-fended 
conciliation service ACAS, wfll 
be presented to staff. BBC 
sources said it was expected to be 
approved: ' . 


. The deal represented a climb- 
down for tbe three broadcast 
unions representing 20,000 of the 
BBC*s 28,000 staff who had 
pressed for a 16 pm cent pay rise 
through a series of one-day 
strikes m_the past three months. 

A statement by the BBC, 
which relies heavily on ticensmg; 
foes for revenue, said the agree- 
ment removed foe threat of iis- 
ion to television and radio 
Jules. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, July 24, 1989 
.Central Bank ofliefal rates 


UA dote 
Brand Sterling 


iter 

5733 

930.9 


M 

579 J 
9402. 


PculMJicnmi k 
Srtife mc 

"French fame 
Japanese ytm (for 100) 
Dutch gneder 
Swedish crown 
fiaHm Em (far 100) 
Belgian fame (far 10) 


301.0 304.0 

349.1 352.6 

88.8 89.7 

403.1 407.1 
266Jt 269.5 

88.4 893 

41.7 42.1 

143.9 145.3 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


One 'Sterimg ' 
One U.S. -dollar 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading wodd currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
die London foreign modbange^and bullion markets Monday. 

1.6202/12 • 

1.1885/95 
. 1.9055/62 
" 2.1492/502 : 

•\ - 1.6440/50 

• : 39.89/92 

6.4625/75 - 
• 1376/1377 
14235/65 
" 6.4925/75 

6.9800/50 . 

• - 7.4000/50 

One dance of gold - 371.90/372.40 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 


„ . J** 

Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


. By Renters 

iSTPHET — The share market dosed higher in snhdned tra ding 

ordinaries index dosed up 4.6 at I,607 j 6. The all 

TO* 1 * 0 — Japanese Prime Minister Sosuke Uno said he would 
resign and, after a respectful period, the market answered with a 
n^rtrenm^ap^^ as share prices closed broadly firmer in 
light ftade. The Nikkei rose 193.90 to 34,093.33. 

HTO? XCNG-r-'A technical correction after recent gains sent 
the Hang Seng index 13.2 paints lower to 2,482Si. “Investors 
were cautions... die next dir ecti o n should be coining from the 
United States, a broker said.- - - 

SINGAPORE — The market dosed mixed after speculative 
pnyfeg and bargain-hunting alternated with profit-taking. The 
Straits Tiroes industrial index fell 3.01 to 1,358.90. 

BOMBAY — Exchange dosed by gales in Bombay, tradma 
resumes osl Tuesday. 

FRANKFURT — Shares , closed mostly lower as profit-taking 

peak levels for tfae^? 

The DAXT index dared at 1,54330^ down 12.10. 

Z®jRK2I — iPriccs con tinu ed to build on recent g»im to 
mgrojm fairly acfive trading. ThcalJ-share Swiss index rose 7.0 

PARIS -- Stare ended the firm day of the hew account off their 
fegfts. tn generally quiet itradmg.' V 

Maa MN . .-. ..Qaa -wy -rightly above- the day’s torn in' 
depressed afternoon trading. Coofing bM speculation and re- 
Dcwtri concmn gym wage settfem^ mowied an excuse to 

^ — GMT ^ FrSE 100 

presswem late-morning 
81 nrrashMS took profits following sharp puim in Hw 
previous session. The Dow was down 2T*t 2 “ 
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Lemond celebrates 
Tour de France win 


****& Lcnwnd 
fried tobecome another Amer- 
ican m Paris Sunday night, taking 
m the Moulin Ronge, the. finned 
French night dub. 

But he had a hard tirneeoinc 
unnoticed. Less than sir boml 
^ber he had won die Tour de 
France, die famed French c ydjpg 
race that ended on the Champs 
Elysees, to complete a ndracu- 
tous comeback. 

Not only was he ludcy to be 
“feting again, he won the 
2, 020-mile (3,250-kflometre) race • 
by the closest victory mar gin ever 
— eight seconds over Laurent 
R»ion of France. 

So, it’s no surprise Lemond 
was greeted by a round of ap- 
phrase at the Moulin Rouge. Or 


going m for a quick snack - just 
beforehand. 

Lemond made himself famous 
again by winning the Tour De 
France for the second time.' In 

1986 be was the first American to 
win the race in a French-domin- 
ated sports. 

Then he went through misfor- 
tune. In April 1987 he was 
accidentally shot by his brother- 
in-law while hun ting Later he 
had an emerge n cy appendectomy 
followed by shin surgery. All of 
which r m pr fe him mkt the tOUIStn 

1987 and 1988. 

He came bade this year with 
low expectations. 

“One month ago I didn’t drink 
I would be in the top 10, top 20,” 
Lemond said. “But through the 
race I got more confident.’* 

He kept pe rformin g well. He 
woure time trial on July 6 that put 
him in the lead for the first tune. 


-He tost, it five days bier to 
Kgnon only to gain it back on the 
basis of a good ’ performance in 
another individual race-acainst 
the dock. 

Again Fignon battfed-baefe to 
n fflfi ni the leader's yellow jersey 
..with four days to go and hold an 
apparently insurmountable 50- 
second . lead entering' the final 
15-mile (24^-kflomc tre ) rime 
trial from Versailles to Paris. "• 

“I went aB out,” Lemond said. 
“1 didn’t firinkl was going to win; 
The worst tiring 1 1 . could have 
done was lose by a second — the 
worst thing." : 

Lemond finished in 2&57. Rg- 
■ non was in 27:47. Lemond won 
by eight seconds overall, the 
smallest w inning - amount: ever in 


France. ^Thc previous slimmest 
was 38 seconds in 1968, also in a 
deciding time triaL 
“I thought it was possible bat 
when I wanned up today I saw 
there was a strong tauwind,” 
Lemond said. “With a strong 
tail wind it's hard to mat#, up the 
difference." 

But he did it. 

“When I finished the stage I 
turned around and waited,” 
Lemond said. *T heard the 
announcer counting off die 
seconds. I saw Fignon pass. That 
was the hardest moment. I was 
afraid.” 

*1 saw he had 20 seconds to go 
and make it. He was in sight ana I 
(£( 10*1 think it would take that - 
long to finish,” Lemond s$id. 

“What does it matter far 8, 10, 
20 or 30 seconds. It’s aS the 
same.” Fignon said. - - 



GOREN BRIDGE 
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BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

t IMS Tnbuni Madia SwvttM. Inc. 


LOGIC IN WHAT YOU LEAD 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A Q 84 
9 A Q J 
■> 5 3 

* K J 7 2 

WEST EAST ... . 

* K 10 3 4 Void 

9975 v 6 4 3 2 

v A K 8 4 2 :■ Q 10 9 7 6 

6 4 -4 9 8 5 3 

SOUTH 
4 J 9 7 65 2 
9 K 10 8 . 

0 . J - -. 

4 A Q 10 


monds and followed with, the ace. 
ruffed by declarer. All South had to 
do to-make his slam was to bring in 
the trump suit without a loser, and 
with a combined 10 cards In the suit 
the percentage play was to take a 
finesse. 

it might seem, therefore, that de- 
clarer can lead any card from hand 
and finesse the queen. Most of the 
time that would be adequate. How- 
ever, if the cards are divided as 
above, declarer will still have to con- 
cede a trump trick.- ; - 
. A trump finesse is only pan of the 
solution. Declarer also should pro- 


The bidding: 



vide for the possibility that all (he 

North 

East 

South 

West 

. missing spades wfll .be m . the West 

1 4 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

hand. 

3 * 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass "• 

To cater to that, declarer should 

5 9 
Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 

lead the jack of spades to the third 
trick. If West plays low, declarer 


Opetung lead: -King of ! 

Bridge is a logical game. If you 
know what the problem is, more 
than likely you can work out the 
right answer. 

When North could jump raise 
spades. South fell in love with his 
hand. His three honors in partner's 
suit assured a double fit, and with, 
first or second-rouftd control of ev- 
ery side suit, he knew that there 
were no two fast losers in any suit: 
He settled for a small slam when he 
learned an ace was missing. 

West cashed the king of dia- 


runs the jack and repeats the finesse 
to pick up all the trumps. If West 
covers, dummy's ace wins and de- 
clarer learns about the 3-0 split 
when East discards. It is a simple 
matter for declarer to return to hand 
in a side suit and lead ' another 
trump, taking the marked finesse of 
the eight if West, follows low. 

■For Information about Charles 
Goreu’s newsletter for bridge play- 
ers, write Gorea Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Bex 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4426. 


THE BETTER HALF, 



By HarrU 





“I had fun while you were working 
late! Guess how many different 
foods explode in the microwave!” 




Unscramble then four Jumbtos, 
ono tetter to each square, to town 
four onfinary word* 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
hr Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


: MEXICO 4, SOVIET UNION 1: Mexico whipped past the 
Soviet Union 4-1 in Mexico Gty Sunday to win a berth in the 
'world group for next year’s David Cap. The Mexicans had 
-secured an unbeatable 34) lead, but Jorge Lozano gave Mexico its 
additional point in Sunday’s final singles, defeating Andrei 
Chesnokov .6*3, 6-0 in the r et urn match. Nonplaying captain 
Antonio Palafox took, advantage of the one-change rale to 
substitute Agnstin Moreno for Leonardo Lavafle is Sunday’s first 
rematch against Andrei Chesnokov so the Mexican Rookie could 
set some’ more exposure .to Davis Cup p r e s sur e. Chesnokov 
defeated Moreno 7-6, 64, 64, with the Merican winning the first 
set by sudden death. Moreno played a defensive game after that, 
slthraigh he scored points the few times he got dose to the net. 
“This is Moreno’s second Davis Cap. The pressur e was too much 
for him. He should have been more aggressive,” cup veteran 
Palafox told repo rters . (AP) 

LONGON WINS WOMENS TOUR: Jeamrie Longo of France 
won her third consecutive women’s Tour De France in Paris 
Sunday, while Monique Kn0 of the Netherlands won the final 
stage and the United States took the team competition. Knol, the 
Otynmc champion, won her second stage in a row. The 11th and 
film leg was 10 lapsup and down the Champs-Elysees for a total 
-of 60.5 kilometres (37.6 miles). Knol won in a sprint over West 
Germany’s Vida Pauhtz and American Sally Za&. Italy’s Maria 
Onrins, the women’s winner in 1985 and 1986, was second to 
. Longo overall, eight minutes and 44 seconds behind. Ame rican s 
Inga Thompson and Susan Elias were third and fourth, giving the 
U.S. team an important boost. In the team standings. Italy was 
second and Canada third. This year’s women’s Tour De France 
was ran in 11 stages over 776 kilometres (482 nriles). Knol won 
tiie first two s tag es as well as the last two but faltered as Longo 
dominated the nikkfle stages. At one time Longo won five straight 
days i n a ro w to built up an insurmountable lead. (AP) 

ASIAN HOPES OF SPREADING MATCHES TO EUROPE: 

Asian football confederation secretary-general Perter Velappan 
said in Oman Sunday that the AFC was out to broaden dub 
championships to Europe. At present the Asian dub champion 
plays wrth.ihe champion chib of Africa, and Velappan said: “We 
want to broaden tins idea and play against champion dubs from 
every continent.” The AFC wanted to elevate dub championships 
to European-level standard, he stressed in an interview on the 
sidelines of the 9th Asian dnb championship games hosted by the 
sultanate. The games, which started Saturday and continue 
through July 29, involve Oman, India, Pakistan and Nepal. All 
axe members of group m of the ch ampi o n ship, whose second 
round is in September and the finals in December. “We want to 
tfrwi gthwi the dnb champ io n ship in Asia exactly Hk« the dub 
championships in Europe,” he said. “We want to give the right 
image to the dubs in every Asian country, they are responsible in 

making the national teams ” (AP 1 ) 

YASTRZEMSKI INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME: 

Johnny Bench and Carl Yastrzemski were inducted into major 
league baseball’s Hall of Fame on its 50th anniversary Sunday. 
“When I was growing up Mickey Mantle was my first idol,” said 
Bench, catcher for Uncmnati Reds teams that woo four pennants 
and two world series. “I hoped to follow mantle as a superstar 
from Oklahoma, but I really never thought Fd make the Hall of 
Fame. 7 “The race does not always go to the swiftest, nor the 
battle to the strongest,” said Yastrzemski, who replaced Hall of 
Famer Ted Williams as the Boston Red Sox left fielder. “It 
belongs to those who can ran the race and stay the course and 
fight the good fight” Bench holds the record for the most home 
runs by a catcher with 327. He won the gold glove ten times. 
Yastrzemski was the only player to surpass the 3,000 hit and 400 
homer Plateau and was named to 18 all-star teams. He won six 
gold- gloves. (It)_ . 

U.S. TEAM TAKES MARLBORO TITLE: Brace Murray’s 
penalty kick in overtime has given the United States national 
team .a 2-1 win -over Chivas Guadalajara of Mexico and the 
Marlboro Cup of Chicago soccer tide. Earlier Saturday, Rucfa 
Choxzow of Poland defeated the Guatemala national team 4-0 to 
take third place. Murray’s penalty kick clinched the victory for the 
United States, and hxs outstanding play figured in foe only 
regulation-time U.S. goal. Murray was fouled in the goal box, 
giving the United States a penalty kick o pportun ity that forward 
Hugo Perez made good. As the U.S. team sought to hold the lead 
in fixe second half, they brought on the defender, Steve Trittcuh, 
as a substitute. The move backfired when Trittcuh fouled Amador 
Gonzalez to give Guadalajara a shot at tying. U.S. goal-keeper 
Tony Meola made a save on the penalty kick, but 10 minutes later 
a second Trittcuh mistake led to a goal for Guadalajara forward 
Diego Silva- (AP) 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Ragus 



1 Floats In tha 
air 

4 Patton 
portrayar 

11 Strang 
seasoning 

12 Romeo and 


14 Obsowsca 

15 Arise 

17 Basketball 
contest 

18 Wan-bred 

20 Paa Jackal 

21 Janrtnan Gats 
28 Organ parts 

24 Bare 

25 Barin' to go 

27 Bond ag. 

28 Donut order 

29 Shaking 

SI Break tfma 

32 First wfta 

33 Sort 

34 ’ Ansarared 
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Tyson wants 

Evander 

Holyfield 

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(AP) — Mike Tyson wants Evan- 
der Holyfield. 

“Fm sure be will find it very 
stimulating,” the 23-year-old 
heavyweight champion said. 

However, Tyson’s next few 
fights are more likely to be with 
opponents more on foe order of 
Carl “The Truth" Williams, who 
found his association with the 
unbeaten Tyson Friday night at 
the convention centre to be brief 
and controversial. 

The 20th punch Tyson threw 
was the last. 

Holyfield, the former cruiser- 
weight champion who is 22-0 with 
18 knockouts, would probably be 
tougher. 

“I would like to match skills 
with Evander Holyfield,” Tyson 
said after scoring ins 37th victory 
and 33id knockout. 

A major-money match with foe 
unbeaten Holyfield, who is rank- 
ed no. 1 by both the World 
Boxing Cornual and World Box- 
ing Association, isn’t likely until 
next summer. 

Tyson could have two fights 
before then — against Michael 
Dokes or James “Buster" Doug- 
las and against George Foreman. 

Seth Abraham, a vice president 
of HBO, the television station 
that broadcast Friday night's 
fight* is scheduled to talk to 
promoter Don King and Tyson’s 
manager Bill Cayton about a fight 
against Dokes or Douglas in 
September or October. 

It would be the sixth fight in 
Tyson’s eight-bout, 26.5-miliion- 
dollar deal with HBO, which is 
interested in signing him to a 
lifetime contract. 

Dokes. a former WBA cham- 
pion, increased his attractiveness 
as a challenger with a good show- 
ing before being stopped in the 
10th round by Holyfield March 
12 . 

Douglas, who probably will re- 
place Williams as the no. 1 con- 
tender of foe International Box- 
ing Federation, was as unim- 
pressive, but easy winner over 
Oliver McCall Friday night’s 
undercard. 


Andretti bumps Fittipaldi 


TORONTO (AP) — Michael 
Andretti barely avoided the 
adversity that has dogged him this 
season, surviving a bumping inci- 
dent with Emerson Fittipaldi just 
two laps before taking foe check- 
ered flag Sunday in the Molson- 
Indy. 

The 26-year-old Andretti led 
the final 23 laps of foe 103-lap 
295.5-kilometre race, but the 
scorching hot Fittipaldi charged 
into foe picture in the final 10 
laps, coming from an eight- 
second deficit to challenge for the 
lead on the main straightway on 
lap 102. 

Fittipaldi tried to squeeze his 
Penske PCl8-ChevroIet beneath 
foe Chevrolet-powered Lola of 
Andretti as the two darted to- 
ward foe first turn on foe 1.78- 
mile, 11-turn temporary circuit. 

Andretti appeared to move to- 
ward Fittipaldi nearly hit the con- 
crete wall before sliding into a 
runoff area. 

He was able to continue and 


still wound up second, finishing 
12.08 seconds behind the winner. 

“I was a little surprised tty 
him," Andretti said of Fittipaldi, 
“I was braking later in that turn. I 
guess I didn’t give him enough 
room. Fm sony.” 

Fittipaldi said. 'Tm very dis- 
appointed. I was there already. I 
don’t know what happend to 
Michael.” 

It was foe latest of a rash of 
bumping incidents among the top 
contenders in the Indy-car series, 
several of which have involved 
Fittipaldi, who won the Indiana- 
polis 500 after bumping aside A1 
Unser Jr. a lap and a half from 
foe end. 

Andretti, who is teamed with 
his father, Mario, this season had 
led seven of the previous eight 
races this season and had failed to 
win, succumbing to an assortment 
of mechanical problems and acci- 
dents. 

This time it was defending 
Toronto champion Unser who 


ran into foe biggest problem, 
r unnin g out of feel while holding 
a 25-second lead over Bobby' 
Rahal. 

Rahal, winner of the inaugural 
race here in 1986, led until be 
made his second and final sche- 
duled frit stop on lap 81 , turning 
over foe top spot to Andretti. He 
eventually went out on lap 84 
with a broken exhaust header. 

It was the eighth victory of 
Andretti’s career and his first 
since foe season-finale in 19S7 at 
Miami — a stretch of 23 races. He 
averaged 146.2 kilometres per 
hour. 

Fittipaldi, who bolds a big lead 
in foe cart-PPG season point bai- 
tle, now has two straight second- 
place finishes added to four vic- 
tories in foe previous five races. 

Danny Sullivan, who has 
finished second in each of foe 
three previous Toronto races, 
wound up third this time, a lap 
behind the leaders. 


Trans- Antarctic team hope 
to reach continent soon 


ST. PAUL, Minnesota (AP) — 
Will Steger’s international Trans- 
Antarctica expedition has 
reached its last stop in South 
America to await improved 
weather for the last leg of the 
flight to Antarctica. 

The Soviet cargo jet carrying 
the Minnesota-based dog sled ex- 
pedition landed Saturday at Pun- 
ta Arenas, Chile, on foe strait of 
Magellan. 

Blowing snow and poor visibil- 
ity over King George Island, off 
the northwest tip of the Antarctic 
peoninsula, kept Steger's group 
from continuing Saturday. 
Storms sometimes prohibit travel 
to Antarctic for as long as two 
weeks. 

“From now on, it’s all forward. 
A break in the weather and well 
head straight south," Steger told 
a reporter from the U.S. news- 
paper. the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
Dispatch, who was on foe flight. 


The group's arrival in Punla 
Arenas ended a taxing weeklong 
flight from Minnesota aboard a 
Soviet Ilyushin-76, one aspect of 
foe international partnership 
symbolised by the expedition. 

The six team* members are 
from six nations. 

Corporations and individuals 
have donated much of the Sll 
million it will cost to support 
them on their seven-month, 
4,000-mile (6.400-kilometre) 
trek. 

Others have crossed Antarctica 
on snowmobiles and giant snow 
tractors, but if this group suc- 
ceeds, it would be the first un- 
mechanised crossing. 

The expedition was marred 
early, when two of Steger's 42 
sled dogs died during an unsche- 
duled repair layover in steamy 
Havana, Cuba. 

As unprecedented as Steger's 
attempt to cross the width of 


Antarctica will be the attempt by 
Soviet pilots to land their bulky 
Ilyushin-76 on the hostile conti- 
nent. 

“It is a pioneer flight to 
Antarctica," said Arthur Chiling- 
arov. a Soviet official who is 
escorting foe expedition south. 

The Chilean-owned runway on 
King George Island is a 4.290- 
foot (1 .300-metre) strip cut across 
an isthmus. Overrunning it means 
a drop into the sea. The strip is 
hard-packed ground during the 
Austral summer, but now it is 
hidden beneath 9 inches of ice. 

The Ilyushin-76. a wide-bellied 
plane similar to the U.S. milit- 
ary's C-141 and capable of car- 
rying some 88,000 pounds (40,000 
lalogrammes), is more typically 
flown from longer, concrete run- 
ways. 

Chief pilot Stanislav Bliznyuk. 
top test pilot for the Ilyushin air 
manufacturing concern, has nev- 
er landed one on ice. 


Swedes get chance of revenge 



BASTAD, Sweden (R) — Mats 
Wflander’s reward for helping 
Sweden safely through their 
Davi$ - Cup semifinal at the 
weekend is another shot at West 
German pul Uwe-Steeb, foe 
man who humiliated him last 
year. 

Steeb, who came back from 
two sets down to beat Wilander 
as West Germany took the cup 
from Sweden in the 1988 final, 
played a crucial role in helping his 
team beat former champions the 
United States 3-2 in the second 
semifinal. 

He beat Andre Agassi in the 
fourth match in Munich to clinch 
the victory after Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker and Eric 
Jelen had handed Ken Flach and 
Robert Seguso their first defeat in 
10 Davis Cup matches. 


Stefan Edberg, like Wilander, 
will relish the prospect of revenge 
in the December final. 

An ankl e injury restricted 
Edberg to the doubles against 
Yugoslavia in Bastad — a match 
he and Anders Jarryd lost — but 
he should claim one of the singles 
places in the final and play Beck- 
er, foe man who took away his 
Wimbledon title two weeks ago. 

Becker himself was exhausted 
after playing nearly seven hours 
of tennis in two days. He came 
back from two sets down to beat 
Agassi in a match which spilled 
over two days, took a 45-minute 
break and then went straight out 
for the doubles. 

“I have been through some 
tough things in the last few years 
but this has got to be among the 
toughest,” said Becker who now 


{dans a three-week break. 

West Germany’s captain Niki 
Pitic said of his leading man: “it is 
a sign of a great champion who 
can win Wimbfedon and then 
play at such a*high level two 
weeks later.” 

But even though the reigning 
champions will have home advan- 
tage in the final — foe venue has 
yet to be formally announced but 
Munich, with its fast, indoor car- 
pet court, is favourite — Pibcsaid 
victory over the Swedes would be 
hard. 

“How can we be favourites?" 
he said. “Edberg and Wilander 
are great players. On ranking 
they are higher than us. We have 
a good chance but you cannot say 
we are favourites." 

Swedish captain Joule Sjogren, 
delighted at seeing his personal 


charge Wilander back on form 
after months of unjury and self- 
doubt, was confident his team 
could repeat their 1985 upset 
when they defeated West Ger- 
many in foe Munich final, 
on clay. 

But one problem must be 
ironed out in the next five 
months. Jarryd, ranked second in 
the world in doubles, and Edberg 
looked rusty as a pair and lost in 
four sets to foe less experienced 
Goran Ivanisevic and Goran 
Prpic. 

"If Sweden is to win the dou- 
bles in the Davis Cup final it has 
to be Anders and Stefan and I 
hope it can be arranged for them 
to play doubles in a. tournament 
before then,” said Sjorgrem. 
“Stefan and Anders didn't play 
well here but they are good dou- 
bles players.” 
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OAU summit focuses 
on Namibia, S. Africa 


JORDAN TIMES. TUESDAY, JVLY 25, \m 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — African leaders began their 
a n nual su mm it Monday focusing on challenges 
posed by white-ruled South Africa and its alleged 
interference in Namibia’s pre-independence elec- 
tions. 

South Africa’s racial policies and loans to Pretoria guaranteed 
ana its disputed rule of Namibia by gold. South Africa's chief ex- 1 
have been on the agenda of the port. 

49-nation Organisation of Afri- The ministers’ resolutions, 
ean Unity (OAU) for the past 26 which are virtually certain to be 
years. adopted by the three-day summit. 

But OAU officials said the two accused South Africa of imposing 
issues have assumed added im- a reign of terror with its sweeping 
portance and urgency as Namibia bans on opposition groups and 
moves towards independence and jailing of political foes, 
signs of change emerge in South They urged an immediate and 
Africa. unconditional release from jail of 

African states wants economic Nelson Mandela, the world's 
sanctions on Pretoria tightened most famous political prisoner 
and toughened to include an end and bead of the African National 
to the rescheduling of the coun- Congress (ANC), the main guer- 
try’s foreign debt. rilla group fighting white rule in 

Resolutions passed by foreign South Africa, 
nriflistrers meeting in the Ethio- Earlier this month South Afri- 
pian capital Addis Ababa last can President P.W. Botha held 
week also demanded an end to unprecedented talks with Man de- 
international credit guarantees la, who has been in jail for the 


past 26 years, sparking specula- 
tion that this could be a prelude 
to his release. 

Pretoria’s ruling National Party 
chief F.W. de Klerk, who is likely 
to succeed Botha in September, 
hinted last week that the meeting 
could lead to the ban on the ANC 
fcfedng lifted. 

“Pretoria keeps on tantalising 
(us with) ail these options but is 
not acting on any of them. The 
international community has to 
put more pressure on the regime 
to ensure it complies," a senior 
OAU official told Reuters. 

The OAU ministers rejected, 
de Klerk’s proposals to ovrexhaul 
apartheid, saying the system 
should be destroyed and replaced 
by universal polls to establish a 
democratic government 

On Namibia, which South Afri- 
ca has ruled for 74 years, the 
African leaders were expected to 
call on South Africa to stop 
alleged intimidation of voters 
ahead of electrons in November. 

They were also expected to urge 



the imm ediate dissolution of 
Koevoet, Pretoria’s commn do- 
type security unit in Namibia, 
which U.N. officials and human 
rights organisations have accused 
of intimidating voters.. 

Cape Town blasts 

Three bombs exploded near 
Cape Town courthouses late Sun- 
day, killin g two men, and police 
said they may be the first shots in 
an ANC campaign against 
September general elections. 

A spokesman said police were 
probing the possibility that the 
ANC had planted the bombs near 
city magistrates’ courts. 

He added that the targets had 
been designated as nomination 
courts, where candidates for 
Sept. 6 general elections will offi- 
cially be regtstered. 

Two men died when a bomb ex- 
ploded outside a court building 
late Sunday. Two other blasts 
rocked courthouses in a coloured 
(mixed-race) suburb east of the 
city. 


A Communist Party official offering concessions to Soviet miners urging them to return to work 

Siberian miners voice 
confidence in Moscow 


Indian parliament left without opposition 


NEW DELHI (AF) — AD 106 
opposition members in the low- 
er bouse of parliament officially 
resigned Monday and deman- 
ded new elections, saying a con- 
troversial foreign arms deal had 
destroyed confidence in Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's gov- 
ernment. 

The members of the 12 
opposition parties handed their 
letters of resignation to Bah-am 
Jakhar, speaker of the Lok 
Sabha, (House of the People), 
who accepted them. 

As Gandhi quietly watched, 
members of his Congress Party 
jeered and chanted “Shame, 
shame, shame/* 

Although opposition politi- 
cians boycotted entire sessions 
of parUament In the past, they 
had never resigned. Gandhi’s 
party bolds a solid majority in 


the 544-member . Lok Sabba, 
the law-making branch of the 
government, and the opposi- 
tion’s departure will likely have 
no 

In a rare display of solidarity, 
the usually fractious and onn% 
opposition Sunday announced 
their resignations, citing an au- 
ditor’s report giving inconsis- 
tencies in the 1986 purchase of 
artillery guns from a Swedish 
firm. 

By giving np their seats, 
opposition leaders said, they 
hoped the billkm-doDar deal 
would be a mqjor issue In the 
next general election, which 
Gandhi most call by January. 

The opposition wants Gandhi 
to step down and aflow the 
voters either to install a new 
government or vindicate iris 
government. If Gandhi does not 


resign the opposition seats wfll 
remain vacant "wtii the 
election. 

“Never before has the office 
of the prime minister been 
bronght into dfcrepnte as under 
the present incumbent,” said 
V.P. Singh, leader of the Janata 
Dai (People’s Party). “We were 
all elected by the people and 
now we are going back to them 
for their verdict on this issue.” 
But government officials con- 
tend the deal was sanctioned by 
Sfatgh, who at that tine served as 
finance minister in Gandhi’s 
cabinet. Singh left the rrdfcg 
party In 1937. 

As be left parliament, Singh 
denied any wrongdoing bat 
added if anyone had proof, 
“they shook) pros ecute me.” 
Besides the Janata Dal, the 
opposition parties inefede the 


Bharatiya Janata Party (Indian 
People’s Party), the Tehrgu De- 
satn (Party of the Teiugus), the 
two major Communist parties 
and seven regional groups. 

The rest of the seats are con- 
trolled by Gandhi’s Congress 
Party and independents. 

After the auditor general’s 
report was released Tuesday, 
opposition members in parfia- 
menl shouted anti-government 
slogans, called Gandhi a thief 
and demanded his resignation. 
When he refiued, they walked 
out and stalled the proceedings 
Cor three days. 

Tbe $1.4 bfilioa deal has been 
a major for Gandhi’s 

government because of allega- 
tions that the Swetflsh firm AB 
Bofors paid kickbacks to secure 
the contract. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Burmese students stage protest 

BANGKOK (AP) — Some 60 Burmese students waved banners 
and chanted slogans outside the Burmese embassy in Bangkok 
Monday, demanding the release of arrested opposition leaders 
Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin Oo. The two, who head the largest 
pro-democratic opposition group, were placed tinder house arrest 
by the military government in Rangoon last Thursday. Meanwhile, 
British authorities have expressed concern over the whereabouts of 
Michael Arts, the British husband of Aung San Suu Kyi, who flew 
to Rangoon Saturday. A Foreign Office spokesman in London said 
Aris was not permitted to see a British diplomat waiting for him at 
the airport. 

Uganda officers may face firing squad 

KAMPALA (R) — Some Ugandan army officers may face the 
■firing squad for letting 47 teenage prisoners suffocate in an 
abandoned train, army commander Major-General Salim Saleh 
said Sunday. “Someone will have to die for this,'’ he was quoted by 
the state-run New Vision newspaper as saying. “I do not know 
what the charge will be. It may be gross criminal negligence or it 
may be mass murder,” he said. The army has arrested 14 officers, 
including a brigade commander, for leaving the 47 prisoners, 
arrested as suspected rebels, for three days without food or water. 
The government now says the teenagers were innocent. They were 
among 280 youths rounded up in an army crackdown on rebels in 
eastern Uganda. Some 5,000 people in the region have fled their 
homes, complaining the army was burning crops and looting 
houses. 

Masked gunman kills Catholic in Belfast 

BELFAST (AP) — A Roman Catholic man was killed by several 
masked gunmen who barged into his home in west Belfast Sunday, 
police said. Tbe victim's 13- year-old son witnessed the attack but 
was unhurt, according to a spokesman for the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, Northern Ireland’s police force. Police were uncer- 
tain how many gunmen participated in what was believed to be a 
sectarian killing. It was the 30th death this year in the British-ruled 
province attributed to the conflict between the mainly Protestants 
supporters of continued ties with Britain and the mainl y Roman 
Catholic people who seek an end to British rule 

Vietnamese attack guards at camp 

HONG KONG (AP) — About 200 Vietnamese boat people at a 
makeshift detention camp hurled stones at guards Sunday night, 
slightly injuring two police officers, police reported. Police, said it 
was not known what caused the disturbance at the Sek Kong camp, 
a former military airfield where more than 7,000 Vietnamese live in 
tents. Police said order was restored in the camp after an hour and 
that they had no other details about the violence. Tbe Sek Kong 
camp, which is run by the police, was set up last month after more 
than 2 5,000 boat people arrived from Vietnam this year. 

Austria honours von Karajan 

VIENNA (AP) — Austria Sunday honoured the late conductor 
Herbert von Karajan, a brilliant and controversial musician, with a 
star-studded performance of Mozart's Requiem attended by 
thousands in Salzburg Cathedral and broadcast live on national 
television. Karajan died last Sunday of heart failure at the age of 81 
at his home in Anif, just outside us native Salzburg. Just the day 
before he died, Karajan bad attended rehearsals for Giuseppe 
Verdi’s opera “Un ballo in Mascbera" (Tbe Masked Ball), which 
will open this year’s Salzburg festival next Thursday with Pladdo 
Domingo in the starring role. Domingo was among the thousands 
of mourners at the Salzburg Cathedral Sunday for the requiem and 
a memorial service conducted by Cardinal Franz Koenig, hailed 
Karajan as a maestro “who made us, our country and the whole 
world much richer.” 

Pinochet doing well after surgery 

SANTIAGO (AP) — Military President Augusto Pinochet under- 
went surgery for a hernia to his left groin caused by his daily 
weightlifting sessions, doctors reported. Pinochet, 73, was reported 
recovering well after the houriong operation Sunday at Santiago’s 
military hospital. Pinochet’s doctor, Henry Olivi, said Pinochet 
was to remain at the hospital for about five days and then go home 
to c omp lete fan recovery. 


Rushdies constantly 
switch ‘safe houses* 


LONDON (AP) — Salman 
Rushdie, wlrae novel “The Sata- 
nic Verses” caused worldwide up- 
roar among Muslims, remains 
under guard and spends only a 
few weeks in each “safe house," a 
newspaper reported Monday. 

Tbe Independent, a respected 
daily, said Rushdie and his Amer- 
ican wife, who writes under her 
maiden name of Marianne Wig- 
gins, have lived in a succession of 
“safe houses" since Iran’s late 
religions leader. Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, on Feb. 14 
called for the author’s death for 
insulting Islamic sanctity. 

The report said the houses are 
operated by the special branch — 
a unit of Scotland Yard police 
headquarters concerned with 
political activities — and MI5, 
the secret intelligence unit en- 
gaged in counter-subveraon. 

The houses are “generally used 
•for spies and intelligence con- 
tacts,” the report said. 

The Independent said on the 
day of Khomeini's death threat, 
the novelist and his wife were 
taken from their home in Lon- 
don’s Islington district by special 
branch detectives and have never 
gone back there together. 

“Salman is effectively in prison 


at the moment," it quoted play- 
wright Harold Pinter, a friend of 
the novelist, as saying. 

The report said Rushdie and 
his wife have dined occasionally 
with literary acquaintances and 
leading political figures, like 
opposition Labour Party leader 
Nefl Kinnock. Rushdie continues 
to review books while writing a 
children’s book himself. 

But publishers Seeker and 
Warburg requested no use of 
photographs of Wiggins when 
they sent out review copies of her 
bow of short stories, “Herself in 
Love,” to - be published at the 
end of this month. 

Tbe report said the Rushdies 
“are now more alone than ever. 
Literally no friends, acquaint- 
ances, agents or publishers know 
where they are. They cannot re- 
ceive telephone calls, though mail 
sent through a tortuous route via 
police does reach them and they 
can then respond to messages. 
But it is a slow process." 

Security for die couple costs 
hundreds of thousands oof pounds 
and ‘differs little from that 
accorded to a head of state... 
activities like shopping, theatre 
or cinema are out of the ques- 
tion,” the report said. 


PROKOPYEVSK (AP) — The 
lanky strike leader smiled in the 
gloom of the west Siberian hotel 
room, puffed on a strong Russian 
cigarette and told an American 
correspondent, “I never thought 
I would have this conversation.” 

“They used to tell us that fore- 
ign correspondents wanted to 
come here to mark our factories 
on their maps so they could drop 
nuclear bombs on them," he said. 
“Now you come here to cover our 
strike," the largest industrial job 
action in the Soviet Union for 60 
years. 

Vyacheslav G. Akulov, 38, one 
of 26 members of the strike com- 
mittee in the Kuznetsk coal basin 
of western Siberia, is amazed at 
the changes taking place in his 
country. 

Like other strike leaders inter- 
viewed Last Thursday and Friday 
in Prokopyevsk, he expressed 
more hope than anger in explain- 
ing the miners' demands, and 
radiated confidence at govern- 
ment concessions that sent the 
mines back to work last Friday. 
Hundreds of thousands of miners 
elsewhere in the country remain 
on strike. 

The miners, like nearly every- 
one else in the Soviet Union, 
have been watching nationally 
televised sessions of the newly 
constituted Congress of People’s 
Deputies, which met in May and 
June, and the reconstituted Sup- 
reme Soviet, the standing parlia- 


ment. 

Tbe lawmakers seized the un- 
precedented public stage to turn 
down cabinet nominees and criti- 
cise the armed forces, the KGB, 
and other formerly sacred cows of 
Soviet communism. 

On July 11, coal miners in 
Mezhdurechensk, near Pro- 
kopyevsk and 2,000 kilometres 
east of Moscow, decided it was 
their torn to speak out, and 
sparked a strike that at its height 
involved half the nation's one 
million coal miners and stretched 
from the Arctic to Central Asia 
and the Ukraine. 

The miners want not only high- 
er wages and benefits, to enable 
them to purchase Western -style 
goods; they also want Western- 
style institutions, such as a legisl- 
ature with real power, the right to 
strike, and more representative 
trade unions. 

Among the lawmakers that 
Akulov admires most in Andrei 
Sakharov, the Nobel Peace 
Prize winner who was sent into 
external exile in 2980 for his 
dissident views but who has since 
been rehabilitated. 

“Before, we were tokf thar 
Sakharov was anti-Soviet. And 
we believed them. Now we find 
out that he was the conscience of 
the nation, one of the few people 
who had the courage to stand up 
and speak the truth when it was 
dangerous. That’s what we all 
need to do now,” Akulov said. 


Akulov, who has rarely left the 
Kuznetsk basin and never before, 
met a Westerner, says he has no 
trouble envisioning the dis- 
appearance of flic one-party com- 
munist system ami the develop- 
ment of several parties contend- 
ing for popular appeal. 

“That’s like you have in tbe 
United States, isn’t it? Several 
parties present thtir ideas in the 
legislature, debate them, and find 
a compromise. That how it 
should be. That’s what we need,” 
.he said, bringing his fists 
together. 

Akulov grinned, showing 
several gold teeth. 

“If I had said these hin g e even 
five years ago, I would have been 
asking for a trip even deeper into 
Siberia,” he said, “But it's good 
that we're tearing down the iron 
autain and now can learn what 
goes on abroad.” 

Akulov, from the city 
Anzheto-Sudzheusk at the north- 
ern end of the Ruznetz basin, is 
an engineer who »«rens steel 
supports in the deep mines of the 
rtgicm. He has die sinewy aims 
and gaunt face of many Siberian 
miners. 

Besides their demands for 
higher living standards, and their 
desire for a more democratic 
country, the miners want more 
voice in managing their industry, 
a demand they won in the agree- 
ment that sent them back to work 
Friday. 


Sri Lanka lifts censorship 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — The 
government Monday Hfted cen- 
sorship requirements that were 
imposed on July 6 for local and 
foreign news media. 

The announcement was made 
one day after the assassination of 
the chief censor, which officials, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, blamed on Sinhalese ex- 
tremists. 

Foreign Minister Ranjan Wi- 
jeratne told local newspaper edi- 
tors that censorship bad been 
lifted, while also warning them: 
“Be more responsible and main-, 
tain self-censorship, especially on 
subversive activities arid tbe Indi- 
an issue." 

Censorship was instituted as 
e thni c violence worsened and a 
dispute deepened between India 
and Sri Lanka’s, demands for tbe 
withdrawal of 40,000 Indian sol- 
diers deployed here as a 
peacekeeping force. 

Man el Abharatne, director of 


the government's information de- 
partment, confirmed that jour- 
nalists no longer needed submit 
to their stories to the censorship 
committee. 

Abharatne was one of the four 
censors selected by the govern- 
ment. The chief censor, Themis 
Guruge, who also headed the 
state-run radio station, was shot 
to deatii Sunday morning while 
returning to his home after jog- 
ging- 

Wijeratne, who also is deputy 
defence minister, said censorship 
had been lifted in response to 
requests made by members of 
paitiament Friday. 

Deputy Information Minister 
A J. Ranasinghe said Sunday that 
Guruge, 67, told him that he had 
received several threatening calls 
and letters during the past few 
days. 

Ranasinghe said he bad offered 
government security for Guruge. 
and his family, but he had de- 


clined. 

“I am an innocent person. Who 
would want to barm me?” 
Guruge had replied. 

In the latest attack an security 
forces, five policemen and the 
son of one of them were tilled 
when suspected Sinhalese ex- 
tremists set off a landmine under 
their jeep Sunday at Fotonnar- 
uwa 160 kilometres north-east of 
Colombo. 

Wijeratne asked theediton; sot 
to glorify terrorism and advised 
them to exercise self-censorship 
in the interests of the courtly, a 
Sri tankan journalist present at 
Monday’s press conference said. 

Censorship was imposed as 
part of a crackdown on tbe Peo- 
ple’s Liberation' Front (JVP), 
made up of majority Sinhalese 
youths. 

Police have accused tbe front 
of killing about 2^00 people, 
mostly politicians, security men 
and government officials 


Mum is the word on U.S . * diplomat-turned spy 9 


By Bryna Brennan 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With U.S. 
officials remaning tight-lipped 
about the investigation of a top 
diplomat suspected of passing 
information to the Soviets, the 
emerging picture is one of a 
frustrated bureaucrat who may 
have aroused intelligence 
doubts a decade ago. 

Administration, legislative 
and law enforcement officials 
skirted questions Sunday about 
the probe of Felix B. Bloch, tbe 
former secomi-in-cotmnand at 
the U.S. embassy in Austria for 
seven years. 

Bloch is tbe target of an 
intelligence probe, making him 
the highest-ranking U.S. offi- 
cial ever implicated in an 
espionage investigation involv- 
ing the Soviet Union. 

Bloch, who has not been 
char g ed with any crime, re- 
portedly was filmed by U.S. 
officials earlier this year passing 
a briefcase to a known Soviet 
KGB agent in a European 
capital. 

The State Department and 
the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigations (FBI) are “pursuing 
the inquiry thoroughly in order 
to identity tbe compromised 
security which has occurred and 
the appropriate steps,” the 
State Department said. Bloch’s 


building pass and security clear- 
ance have been lifted. 

“My directions are really not 
to comment on this case," an 
FBI spokesman said Sunday. 
“You’re talking about security 
matters." 

Press aides for Senators David 
L. Boren, an Oklahoma Demo- 
crat, and William S. Cohen, a 
Maine Republican, the chair- 
man and tire vice chair man of 
the Senate Select Committee 
On Intelligence, said Sunday the 
senators had no comment on 
tbe reports. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
On his return Sunday from 
Camp David, Maryland, 
ignored reporters shouting 
questions about Bloch. 

Sen. Sam Nunn, a Georgia 
Democrat, also a member of 
the intelligence committee, said 
Sunday on a U.S. television 
news programme that he had 
not been briefed on the Bloch 
case but added: “It could be 
very serious indeed.'* 

Although reports remained 
sketchy, the picture was emerg- 
ing of a 54-year-old career di- 
plomat who was frustrated by 
his lade of advancement while 
serving in Vienna under two 
political appointees. 

Vienna, because of geogra- 
phy, traditionally has been a 
hotbed for East-West spy 
activity. 





Felix Bloch 

Bloch’s dose friend, Au- 
strian Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock, was quoted Sunday as 
saying he heard about the re- 
cent allegations of espionage 
through Austrian channels 
three weeks before the news 
broke in Washington Friday. 

Mock said in foe Austrian 
tabloid Kurier there was “a 
certain suspicion on the U.S. 
side reac hing back into foe 
1970s,” about Bloch’s activi- 
ties. 

Bloch also served in foe new- 
ly opened U.S. embassy in East 
Berlin in 2974 as economic 
counselor, having been trans- 


ferred from West Berlin. 

Bloch’s neighbours in an up- 
per-class neighbourhood in 
Washington told reporters that 
Bloch, who bad been under 
obvious surveillance by the FBI 
until news accounts of the spy 
probe aired late Friday, had not 
been seen since then. 

Another U.S. television net- 
work, ABC, reported Sunday 
night he was under the FBI’s 
watd> at a private home north 
of New York City with his wife 
and daughter. 

By all accounts, Koch, born 
in Austria, had access to sensi- 
tive intelligence material during 
his career, and officials express- 
ed concern he could cause se- 
rious damage to U-S. interests 
if he shared his secrets with 


But those who knew Bloch 
well ruled out spying for money 
or ideology. Moat said he was 
'deeply shaken and really shat- 
tered” by the alterations. 

Sources told ABC that Bloch 
claimed he spied because bo fell 
into a 'Soviet sex trap but that 
investigators have discounted 
the story. . 

Some sources pointed to 
Bloch’s frustration over having 
been passed over for an ambas- 
sadorship after serving under 
political appointees in Austria 
and nmmng the embassy in 
Vienna for a time. 


One of the ambassadors 
Bloch served was Hdens von 
Daxmn, an Austrian-born poli- 
tical appointee by former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan who 
caused a scandal in Viennese 
society by marrying Peter 
Guertter, a hotel owner. She 
resigned in June 198S, citing 
speculation that her marriage 
. constituted a conflict of interest 
with her diplomatic duties. 
Bloch ran the embassy after 
von Damm resigned until 
Ronald S. Lauder arrived 
almost a year later. 

Lauder, now a Republican 
candidate for mayor of New 
York, told reporters Saturday 
that be demaodod Bloch be 
recalled in July 1987 because of 
“insubordination. - The former 
ambassador said he knew no- 
thing about espionage allega- 
tions. 

But the New York Times 
repeated Monday that the for- 
mer director general of the 
foreign: service, . George S. 
Vert, disputed that assertion.- 

“It was time for him to go 
anyway, so we brought turn 
bade,” said Vest, who added 
that Bloch returned to attend a' 
seminar for top diplomats. 

, Bloch holds a bachelor’s do- 
nee from the University of 
Pennsylvania and amaster’s de- 
gree from, the University of 
California at Berkeley. 


SAINT-TROPEZ, France (ft) — 
Former movie sex-tymbot Bnpi- 
to Bardot acknowledges she 
ordered an oyer-amorous donkey 
castrated but says her respect for 
animals is beyond question. Bar- 
dot, a prominent animal rights 
campaigner since she retired from 
films, was lCMjItingafter the four- 
year-old dontey Chariy wlute Ms 
owner; her- riviera neighbour 
Pierre Manivet. was away. But 
Chariy tried to get passionate 
with her donkey Mimosa a 32- 
year-ok) mare. A vet called ia by 
Bardot said the beast oould be 
dangerous and, with her consent, 
earned out foe irreversible operas 
tion, Bardot said in ft statement 
issued by her lawyer. Manivet,, 
who called the action “unspeak- 
able," says Bardot is refusing to 
return Chariy and Ire will got to 
court to get him back. He refuses 
to meet Bardot until she apolo- 
gises. “This win never be the 
same for Chariy,” he said- - 

Kuwaiti saves cannons 
saved from water 

KUWAIT (R) — Four rusty. 
18th century cannons, once in- 
tended to defend Kuwait, have 
been saved from a watery grave. 
Archaeologist ' Fahd AI Wohaibi 
discovered the weapons had been 
dumped into the sea during ra 
construction work at the old port 
of Kuwait. Wohaibi, assistant 
director of the Deportment of 
Antiquities and Museums, tokl 
Reuters he ordered the guns to be 
salvaged and exhibited in the 
Kuwait National Museum. “I re- 
membered having seen old can- 
nons when I visited the area as a 
child/’ he said. Official records 
show that the British navy in 1920 
gave Kuwait a number of old 
cannons that were placed on the 
city walls for protection against 
bedouin tribes. 

Wrestler wins see 1 
In Japan parliament 

TOKYO (R)— -Antonio Inoki. a . 
professional wrestler who once 
fought heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion Mohammad Ah, grabbed a 
seat in elections for the upper 
house of Japan's parliament in- 
oki, 46, a candidate for the Sports . 
and Peace Party, which collected 
more than 750,000 votes nation- 
wide, won his seat through prop- 
ortional representation. 
Throughout his campaign, Inoki - 
promised to chop the newly intro- 
duced and unpopular sates tat ‘T 
would like to be a politician who. 
talks directly with the public, like 
professional w rest l er s do,** Inoki 
said in a televised interview. In- 
oki and AH fought to a draw in an 
exhibition match m Tokyo in 
1976. He has fought several non- 
wrestlers, including world karate 
champion Willie Williams, and a 
Soviet judo gold medalist. Other 
small parties contesting Sunday’s 
elections for half the seats in foe 
upper house — such as the Sun-, 
shine Party, the Ufo Party and 
the Pennon Party — were unable, 
to gather enough votes to send 
candidates to parliament. 

Garbage turns 
political 

VENICE (AP) — A pink fioyd 
rock concert that left St. Mark's 
Square covered with garbage has . 
turned into a political nightmare 
for local officials. The Venice 
City government offered to resign 
last Monday after civic groups 
condemned the officials for not' 
providing hotel, first aid, toilet 
and other facilities for ihe esti- 
mated 200,000 . people who 
attended the free show. Mayor 
Antonio Casetiati said he and 
members of city council would 
offer their resignations to the five, 
political parties forming foe gov- = 
erning coalition. 
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